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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The following lectures, delivered in Bos- 
ton, in the year 1831, and in Cincinnati, in 
the year 1833, are now presented for the 
patronage of the christian publio. They have 
been withheld for some time, as it was the 
original intention of the Author, to have ad- 
ded a fow lectures in the same volume, on 
the Republican Tendencies of the Bible, and 
on several doctrinal subjects, as intimately 
connected with Scepticism. His numerous 
engagements having prevented him from 
completing his design, it has been thought 
best to place before the public those which 
have been delivered. 
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LECTURE L 
CAUSES OF 8CEPTICISBL 



1 TIMOTHY, IIL 7. 
sm jJUMxma^ and Nsyni ablb to oom to ths knowukdoi or 

THB TRUTH* 

Tkuth is the reality of things — ^It is natural as it 
respects the material world, and moral as it respects 
mind) accoontability, and moral goyemment. Our 
knowledge of tmtii is by consciousness, intuition, 
file senses, and eridence. '^^Consciousness is the 
mind's recognition of its own being, powers, and 
actions* « Intuition is the n^d's perception of obvi- 
ous, primaij truths, which are the elements of de- 
moDfltration-r-such as, that eyerj eflect must have 
a cause; and that the parts are equal to the whole. 
It is intuition which constitutes the premises of de- 
monstration, the primary truths being seen by the 
mind, and each step in the process, abo, being a 
matter of intuition, or of mental perception. The 
reports of Hie senses axe called knowledge, because 
they so unif<)rmly correspond with the reality of 
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10 CAUSES OF SCEPTICISM. 

V things, that occasional aberration occasions no dis> 
^ trasty but rather confirms the general rule. There is 
a yet wider field of knowledge which lies without the 
sphere of c<msciou8ness, and beyond the range of 
intuition, and the cognizance of the senses, the re- 
, alities of which are certified to us by evidence; and 
the confidence produced is called belief. The evi- 
dence which sustains belief, is either the evidence 
of human testimony, or the accumulation of proba- 
bilities from the uniform operation of the laws of 
nature. This last evidence rests on the self^vident 
proposition, that no effect can exist without a cause — 
that what has been and is, will continue to be, where 
there is no perceived cause of change, derived from 
a supposition of a stated order of cause and efifect; 
and rises from faint probability to moral certainty, 
according to the frequency and uniformity of the 
effects produced. Had the sun never risen before 
to-day, the evidence of its rising io-morrow, would 
be no greater than the appearance of a meteor in 
the sky would be of its return. But had the meteor 
appeared as uniformly as the sun has appeared, the 
evidence in both cases would be equal, of a stated 
order of cause and effect. 

The difference between demonstration and moral 
certainty^ is, that in one case the mind sees the 
object of comparison, and sees the result, which, 
of course, is knowledge; but in the other, derives 
'ts confidence from the perception of probabilitie9 
multiplied till they produce confidence, or moral 
certainty. On the whole, consciousness, intuition^ 
the senses, the evidence of testimony, and analogy^ 
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all rest on the supposition, tiiat things are as they 
seem to be, and will continue to manifest the same 
attributes and results. 

Scepticism is a state of mind in which tfiese con- 
stitutional grounds of certainty fail to produce con- 
fidence. Sometimes the evidence does not satisfy 
the mind, in respect to its sufficiency; and in other 
cases, where the argument seems to be intellectu- 
ally conclusive, it fails to produce any correspond- 
ing sense of the reality and certainty of the things 
proved. Sometimes, in cases of mental alienation, 
confidence is suspended, and men doubt their own 
being, or personal identity. When it respects in- 
tuition, demonstration loses its power. YHien the 
flenfles are diatniAtedy experimental knowledge fails. 
Instances are not uncommon, in which persons 
have supposed themselves, or their friends, to have 
become some other person; and I have just read 
of a gentleman who, for two years past, has refiised 
to leave his dwelling, fi*om the full persuasion that 
he is a tearpot, and should endanger his earthen 
vessel by an unrestrained intercourse with external 
objects. 

It is the field of moral government, however, 
and accountability, over which the mist of darkness 
is apt especially to gather, and doubts to settle 
down. For here the temptation to doubt, is greatly 
enhanced by sinfiil character and its liabilities; 
and the facilities of perversion and distrust, from 
the nature of the evidence, <are proportionably 
multiplied. 

It is scepticism in relation to the being and gov- 
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12 CAUSES OF SCEPTICISM* 

emment of God, and our relations to it as account* 
able subjects, as disclosed in the Bible, which will 
constitute the subject of this lecture* 

I employ the term Scepticism in preference to 
the terms Atheism, Infidehtj, and Heresj, because 
ttiese are more invidious, and because scepticism 
marks more accurately the state of this entire class 
of minds. In fact, there are few who positirelj 
disbelieve the being of God, or the inspiration of 
<he Bible. -To doubt, is commonlj the extent of 
human attainment, in throwing off reluctant respon* 
sibility to the government of God. The Atheist 
does not know that there b no God. He merely 
does not believe it, and doubts. The Deist does 
not disbelieve the inspirati<m of the Bible. He ii 
merely not convinced that it is true, and doubts. 
Those who reject the received doctrines of the 
Bible, do not fully disbelieve ihem. They fear, of- 
ten, that they are true, — ^hope earnestly that they 
are not, and doubt. 

The present is eminently an age of scepticism 
tiiroughout the world. Pagans are becoming scep- 
tical in respect to their ancient systems, — ^Maho- 
metans are beginning to distrust their ancient Pro- 
phet, — ^and Papists to distrust the infallibility of His 
Holiness, ahd the Church. And Protestants, in- 
stead of taking things upon trust, are with increased 
determination, appealing from the decisions of men; 
and even sceptics themselves, are beginning to 
doubt, whetiier in tiieir sceptical wanderings, they 
have not got out of the w y and may not be in 
danger of being lost. 
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Whenever an epidemic sweeps over the world, 
we take it for giuated that there is some uniyenal 
cause; and on the same principles, when we witness 
the wide-^read flibemtti<m of mind, on the subject 
of evidence, we conclude that there are some cau- 
ses of cofresp<Hidbi|; extent and power, which pro* 
duce the resul£» 

It mil be the object of this lecture to develope 
some of the causes of this mental phenomenon} as 
respects tlie being of God, the inspiration of the 
Bible, and the exppsitioU of some of its doctrines* 

Un(db>ubtedl7, the generic cause without which 
all othen would be powerless, is to be sought in 
the alienation of man from God, and his deep aver^ 
saon to the . responribilities of his perfect and eter- 
nal government. It might not at first be supposed, 
that a perfect government, consulting wisely and 
benevolentlj, the highest good of eveiy subject, 
could be file saligect of aversion; and to lojal minds, 
it would not be; but to the disloyal, its very per- 
fection and stability are its terrific attributes. An 
attempt to execute strictly the laws of the land, on 
all points, would create a revolution — ^not because 
the laws are not good, but because men are evil. 
And it is because God is good, and men are evil, 
tiiat they are averse to responability, and seek to al- 
leviiite their fears by the interposition of uncertainty 
and doubt. They are willingly negligent of the 
acquiffition of evidence, and slow of heart to believe 
what is provedf and dexterous, by inattention, to 
throw the testimony into a quick <^livion, and per- 
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petnate around ttem a iceptical and nnrftajiring 
rtate of mind. ^ 

The great penr^rsion of chriitianitj dwing liie 
dark ages, bj the downfisdl of the Roman empue, 
the incursion .of the n<Mrthem barbarians, and tiie 
extinction of civil and religions liberty, has been^ 
from age to age, a source of prejudice against dnia- 
tianitj, and a fruitful cause Of declamation and 
scepticism* 

During the midnight which settled down upon 
the w;Orld, by the extinction of science and refigion^ 
the feudal system arose, which lies at the foundar 
tion of that inequality of rank and properly which 
characterizes and curses modem Europe* To per* 
petuate this unjust monopoly, Ae state gave its pro- 
tection to the church, and the church gave its ter- 
rific power to the state, until at lengtti the latter 
became the ascendant, and ruled the world wi& a 
rod of iron. Under this ecclesiastical despotinb, 
the nations of the civilized worid groaned, travailed 
in pain a thousand years. During this longni^it, 
liberty, and virtue, and vigorous enterprise slept in 
chains, and were punished as felons, while no de- 
basement, or impurity, or fraud, or cruelty, which 
human ingenuity qould invent, or human power 
execute, was unpractised. These abominations of 
ecclesiastical despotism, have brought upon Christi- 
anity an odium, and surrounded the sjrstem with a 
jealousy, which the Protestant Refonnation, and 
the restoration of civil and religiqps liberty, have 
not been able to wipe away. And to this day, the 
disciples of those who achieved this illustrioos eman- . 
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cipalioii, are inyohred in die odium against chris- 
tianitj, created by the priesthood, whose horrid 
despotism thdr great predecessors were employed to 
orerdirow* 

The anti-christian conspiracy, the 'long-delayed 
bnt terrttc fesult of perverted Christianity, has given 
a new impulse to the cause of scepticism. 
I The revival of letters at the reformation, which 
emancipated half Europe, produced so much light 
in countries where ecclenastical dominion stiU main- 
tained its empire, as rendered* the darkness visible 
and intolerable, and produced, first, Deism, and at 
length Atheism, and the French Revolution. For 
more than half a century, the conspirators at- 
tempted^ by argument and ridicule, to emancipate 
the people from the power of superstition and the 
priesthiood, and the prostituted energies of civil gov- 
emmeQt, until they came to the conclusion, ^that 
while irresponsible men were permitted to wield 
the sanctions of Christianity, there could be no 
liberty; and tiiat there was no way to emancipate 
the nation, but to obliterate all belief in the being 
of God and the Bible, and to sweep away every 
vestige of Christianity. And this they systematic- 
ally attempted, and most thoroughly accomplished, 
by falsehood, by ridicule, and by argument, until 
aided by the corruptions of the reigning system, 
they succeeded in obliterating from tiie mind of a 
nation,, all traces of belief in the being of God, 
and a fbture state. The explosion was terrific. It 
did, indeed, for a time, 8\j^p^d the entire action of 
the divine government, and overturned thrones and 
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altars: bat it blew to atoms, abo, the cimspiratort, 
and all their chimerical hopes. It was lik« the 
uncapping of a volclino, whose fires rolled one cob* 
tinuous sheet of desolation over all. It was ajmd 
voices, and thunderings, and a niighty earthquake, 
that the tremendous system fell. But though the 
eflfort failed to overthrow the government of God, 
and the world has been warned of the terrors which 
await an Atheistical political Millennium, their 
specious writings still remain to pervert those who 
h^ve forgotten their results. There is in them no 
great profundity of talent, or ground of cohfidenee; 
but there is in them the best possible adaptation to 
unhinge and unsettle mind; and whoever reads them 
with implicit confidence will be subverted. Charged 
with ridicule, like the poisoned arrow, they inflict a 
double death — ^by the stroke they destroy; and io 
make assurance doubly sure, by the venom which 
they throw into their system, they destroy. 

The attempt to repress scepticism by authorityy 
and the odium of hard names, has served rather to 
augment than to stay the malady. 

It is not the plan of heaven, that truths which lie 
within the sphere of evidence, should be obtained 
without mental efibrt Acquisition by investigation, 
and delight in action, is a part of the mind's ever- 
lasting employment and blessedness. Men ought to 
think for themselves, as really as they ought to eat 
for themselves; and if to prevent infidelity, you 
repress investigation, you may have uniformity, 
indeed, but it will be that of vacant minds. You 
may avert storms, but it will be to secure stagna- 
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tion and patreAction. It » not true, however, ttiat 
.free and independent thought tends to infidelitjr. 
There always haire been minds, and tfiere always 
will be, who will not submit to dictation, or tamely 
commit to menH>ry other men's opinions; and it is 
to such men that ttie reformation owed its birth, and 
from whom the Bible has received its most able 
defence. And if, as incident to such high action, 
there should be some who sometimes miss the mark, 
they are not to be Seated as outlaws* You may 
intimidate the abject in this manner, but assuredly 
you will raise up around the church an army of 
powerful, embittered assailants, to make reprisals, by 
tiie subversion of her sons. No doubt men are 
accountable to God for their dangerous errors, and 
their mischievous tendency may pn^rly be exposed; 
but it should be done in the language of compassion, 
towards them that are out of tiie way, and not in 
tiie language of contempt and vituperation* 

It is not uncommon for men to nnstake their 
feelings of unreconciled aversion to trutti, for lack 
of evidence* 

We are not sati^d^ they say. We are not con- 
vinced* We are ready to believe when the evidence 
is sufficient* When the whole secret is, that they 
are not -pleased* ^To the disobedfient, law always 
appears unreasonnle* The entire anti-social con- 
spiracy of thievei^ robbers, burglan, pickpockets, 
and swindlers, look ri^n our laws and institutions 
with aversion, and are deeply prejudiced, and viru- 
lent in tibdr oppodtion* They regard separate 
property, and government, as a usurpation, and 
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their own disgrace and exile as an unreasonable perse- 
cution. And thus, and for the same reasons, do 
sinful men feel towards the government of God^ 
and thej call that insufficient evidence which fails 
to remove the discontented feeling. 

Another fruitful cause of scepticism is found in 
the supposed irresponsibility of man for his opin- 
ions. 

For that which is constitutional, instinctive, and 
unmodified by volition, doubtless we are not accoun- 
table. And if opinion were formed without flie 
modifying influence of the heart, the maxim might 
be just. But it is not so. There is no place 
where passion, prejudice, interest, and aversion, 
have more power. It is the will which sends out 
to sununon the witnesses, on one side only, or on 
both, as it shall decide — which shuts the eye, and 
stops the ear, and suspends the recording pen, 
and is all awake, currente calamoy wheii the side 
testifies which favors inclination. It is the will 
which writes the testimony upon sand, or upon 
brass, as it favors or offends. It is the will — ^the 
busy dexterity of an evil heart, — ^which gathers up 
and piles into the scales, all the specious argu- 
ments which favor inclination, and keeps out the 
arguments which would turn them against pre- 
dominant desire — and when the light is too over- 
powering, to render an erroneous verdict possible, 
men see, as in a glass, the truth, and straightway, 
frbm inattention, willingly forget its image and 
superscnplion; and even where conviction main- 
tains its empire, move the tongue in opposition 
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to the better judgment Sach being the meddling 
Slid powerful dexterity of the heart, it needs 
powerfiil responsibility to bind it to good behavion 
Among holy beings, responsibility is the ^ardian 
of virtuous action. Nothing in Heaven thrivea 
without it; and on earth, among alienated sub- 
jects, its cessation is desperate licentiousness* 
How can it be expected tiiat men will toil through 
extended investigations, and hold the balance 
even against fear and diversions of interest or 
passion, without motive? As well might morality 
be reconciled with total irresponsibility of action, 
as an enlightened and correct belief. 

The demand of evidence on moral subjects, 
which the nature of mind renders impossible, is 
another cause of scepticism. 

Why^ it is said, could not God make unbelief 
iinpbssible, as in consciousness and demonstration? 
Because the truths to be proved Ue beyond the 
limits of consciousness, or the scope of the mind's 
intuition, or the cognizance of the senses. Who 
can demonstrate the history of the American revo- 
lution, the adoption of thie constitution, or its cop> 
rect exposition? The great business of life is guided 
by experiment, analogy, and testimony; and though 
it admits of moral certainty, it admits of prejudice, 
and folly, and wilful evasion. Let one of tbese 
philosophers put in practice his own maxim, and we 
shall perceive his foUy. He sends for his physician— 
^, can you demonstrate that I am sick, and whaj" 
ails me, and what will cure me? Not exactlyir* 
but I perceive symptoms of indisposition upon you. 
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I know bj obsenration what diteaie fhej indieate; 
and hj experience, I have aicertained die remedj* 
None of your quackery*— I am not a man to be inv 
posed vpon. Demonstrate to me tiiat I am aick^ 
and what aib me, and what will cnre me, or I have 
no further occasion for your services. He sends for 
his merchant. But first I wish to be certified of the 
correctness of your charges. Can you demonstrate 
that tiiese articles were taken! lean prove it by 
satisfactory evidence. I shall not be satisfied by 
any evidence but demonstration. He sends for bt| 
attorney. I think it probable that I may soon leave 
this loose-jointed world. Can you inform me how I 
can demonstrate my last will and testament, in &vor 
of my beloved wife and children? Indeed, sir, I 
cannot. Then pettifogger, leave me, as I hope soon 
to leave this world of visions and of doubts. 

The pushing of investigation without first prind* 
pies, competent instruction, and study, is a firuitful 
cause of scepticism. The dependence of high and 
sublime truths on those which are obvious, is such, 
that no man who neglects the elements of knowledge 
can possibly unlock and enter her secret chambeti* 
What hiind can reach the depths of the mathematicst 
the heights of astronomy, or the secrets of chemistry, 
without attending to the alphabet of these sciencest 
What progress has ever been made by man in 
knowledge, but as theories have been abandoned^ 
and intuition, and experience, and evidence, made 
the basis of knowledge; and yet, without lamp, 
compass, or chart, or study, men plunge into the 
profound ^ theology, and grope, and rend, and 
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imrolre fhe subject, Until desperation or despondencj 
puts an end to their fruitless labor, in a state of 
scepticism. It is a law of heaven, tiiat men shall 
acquire knowledge on all subjects, in the first in- 
stance, hj instruction, and careful, persevering 
mental application. But sceptical men insist on 
being self-taught, and that, abo, without the tax of 
patient mental application. 
^ The pushing of investigation beyond tiie bounda- 
ries of knowledge, is a frequent cause of discour- 
agement, and scepticism — agoing beyond the sphere 
of consciousness^ or of intuition, or of the senses, 
into the territories of theory, and twilight, and con*» 
jecture. These, often, are men of vigorous minds 
and impatient desire; atid comet-like, launch fortii 
in flieir fiery career: biit having gone beyond the 
centripetal attractions, of the moral universe, ihey 
fitll by their own density, and flounder amid the 
bogs and quagmires of chaos and old night, or like 
tiie adventurous navigator, they launch out on an 
unknown sea, tempest-tossed ^ad not comforted; 
ever dreaming that some land is near, and straining 
their sightiess eyeballs upon darkness, in the con- 
stant expectation of the bursting out of sonie great 
light, to whom is still reserved the blackness of 
darkness. For though their strength were equal to 
that of Polyphemus, it is exerted without vision in 
smiting upon tiie waters, to raise a mist about their 
own heads. 

The society of sceptical men, who are scoffers and 
partizans in the warfare against C^stianity is a 
powerful cause of scepticism. 
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All whose confidence in the Bible falters, are not 
scofiers. Manj yenerate Christianity and would by- 
no means impair its influence on other minds, who 
feel, and sometimes lament the unsettled condition 
of their own. But there are men who are inflamed 
with the madness of unbelief, and who associate iand 
systematize their efforts, to undermine the confi- 
dence of the community in Christianity, and to the 
young who fall under their influence their words of 
scorn are terrific as batteries, contagious as the 
plague, corrosive as canker and deadly as poison. 
In their associations they assail the inexperienced 
with false statements which they are not able to 
contradict, with sophistry which they cannot detect, 
and with objections which they cannot Answer, and 
with blasphemies made eloquent by the inspiration 
of the bowl, which amaze and confound them. The 
den . of lions and the retreat of adders and vipers, 
are not more perilous to life than these evil conunu- 
nications. are to a sound mind and confidence in 
evidence. 
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COLOSSIANS, II. 8. 



BSWA&K LIST ANT HAN 8PQIL TOO THIOUGH PHILOflOPOT AND TAIN 
DBCXIT, AWTEK THK TRADITION OF MKN, AFTBft THI ftUDOIBNTt 
Or.TSB VOBIJ), AND NOT AFTUl CHKI8T. 

Philosofhy is the nature which God has given 
to things, as perceived hy the human mind — ^to 
matter and to mind, in the endless relations of 
cause and effect, motive and choice; and so far as 
the properties and laws of created things lie within 
the cognizance of our faculties, they constitute the 
material of all knowledge and of all experience. 

The hihle itself, while it never professedly teach- 
es, always assumes and never contradicts the true 
philosophy of things. When it describes things 
as they appear to the eye, the appearance cor- 
responds with the description; when they assume 
the nature, or attributes, or relations and conse- 
quences of tilings, observation verifies always the 

23 
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accuracy of the assumption. It cannot be inter- 
j^reted without it, and cannot be explained in 
opposition to it Indeed the interpretation of 
language, as figurative or literal, turns on the 
known properties of the subjects spoken of;' and 
of several meanings possible, the nature of the 
subject decides the selectioti. 

The difficulty in the primitive age wias, and ever 
has been, that false philosophy has been interpo- 
lated in nature's book, and the attempt pertina- 
ciously made to accommodate the bible to those 
facts which never happened; and to make those 
theoretical apparitions the expositions . of truth; — 
a process which has kept torture, upon holy writ, 
and an earthquake in the church to this day; 
and never will the river of the water of life run 
pure and copious, and irresistible, extending uni- 
versal life in its course, till all the interpolations 
of a false philpsophy are blotted out from na- 
ture's page, and rent from the system of inter- 
pretation, and thrown away. 

With these remarks in view^ I procojed to observe, 
that the creeds of the reformation are also made 
often the occasion of perplexity and doubt, to 
inexperienced minds. 

They contain unquestionably the system of doc- 
trine taughi; in the Holy Scriptures, and they have 
stood through ages against the encroachments of 
error — as the iron bound shores to the ocean. But 
they were constructed amidst the most arduous 
controversy that ever taxed the energies of maui 
and with the pye fixed upon the errors of the day 
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and on the points around which the battle chiefly 
raged; on some topics thej are more full than 
the proportion of the faith now demands; some 
of their phraseology also once familiar, would now 
without explanation inculcate sentiments which are 
not scriptural, which the firamers did not believe 
and the creeds were never intended to teach. 

They present also the results of investigations 
without giving to the reader the intervening steps, 
without which minds not favored with leisure and dis- 
ciplined by study, could not easily arrive at the 
jcopclusions. 

Of course they appear rather as insulated, in- 
dependent, abstract propositions, than as the sym- 
metrical parts and proportions of a beautiful and 
glorious system of divine legislation, for maintaining 
the laws and protecting the righta of the universe, 
while the alienated are reconciled and the guilty 
are pardoned — and though as abstract truths cor- 
rectly expounded, according to the intention of the 
fritmers, they unquestionably inculcate the system 
of doctrines contained in the Holy Scriptures — 
and though, as land-marks and boundaries between 
truth and error they are truly important; jet^ as 
the means for the popular exposition and the sa- 
ving application of truth, they are far short of the 
exigencies of the day in which we live — ^mere 
skeletons of truth compared with the system clothed 
and beautified, and inspired with life, as it ex- 
ists and operates in the word of God. Unhappily 
also— some of the most important truths they in- 
culcate are in their exposition so twisted in with 
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the reigning philosophy of the day, as to be in 
the popular apprehension identified with it and 
are made odious and repellant by its errors, as if 
these philosophical theories were the fundamental 
doctrines of the bible. There is no end to the 
mischief which false philosophy, employed in the 
exposition and defence of the doctrines of the 
reformation, has in this manner accomplished. 
Good men have contended for theories, as if they 
were vital to the system, and regarded as heretical 
those who received the doctrine of the bible and 
only rejected their philosophy. They have cried 
out against and renounced philosophizing, when 
it was their own philosophizing which divided 
and agitated the church. In this manner the 
church has been filled with controversies, and 
feuds, and jealousies — and intelligent men offended 
alike by absurd philosophy and unchristian con- 
troversies about it, have in the conflict of opin- 
ion become discouraged and disgusted — and have 
either adopted heretical opinions or become scep- 
tical. It is my deliberate opinion that the false 
philosophy which has been employed for the ex- 
position of the Calvinistic system, has done more 
to obstruct the march of Christianity, and to 
paralyze the saving power of the gospel, and to 
raise up and organize around the church, the 
unnumberied multitude to behold, and wonder, and 
despise, and perish, than all other causes beside. 
There is no subject which so moves my com- 
passion or fills my soul with regret, or my heart 
with the feeling, "Oh that my head were waters, 
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ami mine ejes a fountain of tears, that I might 
weep day and night for the slain of the daughter 
of my people." 

Nor is it to be expected that the gospel will 
ever be attended with its primitive power in sud- 
den and numberless conversions — till it is again, 
as it then was, preached in demonstration of the 
spirit, and of power unobstructed by the clouds 
and darkness of a false philosophy* The points 
especially affected by this philosophy are vital to 
the principles of moral government, and adverse 
to the constitutional perceptions of truth, the uni- 
versal dictate of common sense, and the unequiv- 
ocal elements of accountability as recognized in 
human government, and recognized and sanctioned 
in the bible, and as employed by the holy spirit 
in convincing men of sin, and of God's justice 
in their condemnation. If they are not absurd, 
nothing is absurd, and if they are not false, nothing 
is false, and if according to them the conduct 
of God is not indefensible and unjust, it is only 
because what God does is right, simply and only 
because he does it, and that nothing which h6 
does c^n be unjust. 

The points to which I aUude as violated by 
a false philosophy, are the principles of personal 
identity, by which the posterity of Adam are dis- 
tinct from or confounded with their ancestor, and 
the principles of personal accountability and de- 
sert of punishment, as men ^e made accounta- 
ble and punishable for his conduct, or become 
liable to sin and misery, as a universal conse- 
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quence. The nature 6f sin and of holiness con- 
sidered as material qualities or the suhstance of 
the soul, or as instincts, or as the spontaneous 
action of mind under moral government,, in the 
full possession of all the elements of accouhtahility. 
And above all, the doctrine of the decrees of 
God — and the universal certainty of all events to 
his fore-knowledge — as they are either unex- 
plained or explained by a false philosophy. 

To which may be added the nature of the 
atonement and its extent, and the doctrines of 
election and reprobation as they shine in the 
bible or through the medium of a perverting phi- 
losophy. Whatever of these philosophical theories 
appertained to the system during the arduous con- 
flict for civil and religious liberty against the 
Papal despotism of modern Europe, men endured, 
even swallowed them unhesitatingly, almost unthiiJs- 
ingly, in the presence of a greater evil; but 
since the conflict has passed away, and the nature 
of mind and moral government is better under- 
stood, and the numbers who think and will 
think for themselves multiply, these repellencies 
of false philosophy have steadily increased, and 
will increase, till that which is adventitious and 
false is relinquished — ^and the truth' is preached 
in its purity and unbroken power. 

These evils pf philosophy have however been 
greatly aggravated by the caricatures of Calvi- 
nism, which on ali^id^s have been multiplied. 

I have never-see^T or heard a correct state- 
ment of the Calvinistic system from an oppo- 
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nent* Consult almost any oracle of opposition as 
to what is Calvinism, and the response will be, 
Calvinism is that horrible system which teaches 
that God has foreordained and fixed, by irresis- 
tible omnipotence, whatsoever comes to pass; 
that he has made a very small nmnber of man- 
kind on purpose to be saved and all the rest 
on purpose to damn them; that an atonment by 
weight and measure has been made for the 
elect only, but which is offered to the non-elect 
on conditions impossible to be complied with, 
and they are damned for not accepting what did 
not belong to them and could not have saved 
them if they had received it, and that infants 
as well as adults are included in the decree of 
reprobation, and that hell no doubt is paved 
with their bones* 

It is needless to say that falsehoods more ab- 
solute and intire were never stereotyped in the 
foundeiyof the father of Ues, or with greater 
industry worked off for gratuitous distribution 
from age to age. 

False conceptions of the nature and prerogatives 
of reason have been another abundant cause of 
confusion and scepticism* 

Reason considered as a faculty is the mind 
itself acting upon evidence and moral fitness, 
and reasonable is whatever the mind perceives 
to be conformed to some acknowledged standard 
of truth or rectitude* 

In the presence of competent testimony be- 
lief is reasonable. In natural philosophy whaf- 
c2 
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ever accords with the laws of matter is reason- 
able, and in moral government and theology- 
whatever accords with the nature of mind and 
free agency and the principles of law and moral 
government is reasonable, and in relation to the 
comprehensive purposes of God that plan is rea- 
sonable which will best develope his power and 
wisdom and goodness in the creation and gov- 
ernment of the intelligent universe. 

While correct conceptions of reason as a fac- 
ulty prevail and a correct standard of what ia 
reasonable is maintained, the decisions of th^ 
mind within the sphere of its competency may 
be relied on, and the maxim that nothing is to 
be believed which is contrary to reason is true, 
meaning only that nothing is to be believed, 
which contradicts our consciousness or our intei- 
ition or our senses or without evidence, or which 
is contrary to the known laws of the natural 
or moral world, or to those principles of order 
which God himself has rendered too obvious to 
be mistaken or controverted. 

But the fact is that loose and incorrect con- 
ceptions of reason, as a faculty of mind, pre- 
vail — and also concerning what is the external 
standard of wbftt is reasonable and unreasonable. 

By some, reason is deified and clothed with a 
sort of unerring omniscient intuition, in respect to 
all sorts of matters and things.' So that one of 
these sagacious phil^ophers has only to turn his 
sapient eye on any subject whatever, and howeve 
recondite and profound, he sees with the slightest 
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glance what is reasonable about it, and what is 
absurd — and can settle it instantly with oracular 
certainty* 

Others regard reason as a sort of moral in- 
stinct, which decides by feeling instead of eye- 
sight, and exercises on all points an unerring 
discrimination. 

And as to the import of the term reasonable, 
that is sometimes what accords with the pre- 
conceived opinions of men, with what it seems 
to them most suitable apd proper that God should 
do— and sometimes it is that which corresponds 
with their wishes, and sits pleasantly on their 
fbelings* Now when such vague and false * con- 
ceptions are formed of the attributes and capa- 
cities of reason, in the utter absence of all 
correct and definite standards of comparison, 
and that outer darkness to which presumptuous 
men push their speculations where God reigns 
alone and asks no counsel, and gives no account 
of his matters, is it wonderful that men become 
bewildered, confounded, wearied, discouraged, and 
at length sceptical from the supposed impossi- 
bility of knowing any thing? When they ex- 
plore the bible and analyze the conduct of God 
with such false conceptions, it is not wonderful 
that what they meet with does not correspond 
with their preconceived opinions, or with their 
wishes, or with their feelings, and that they 
should be offended, and pei^lexed, and in des- 
pondency and vexation give up the knowledge 
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of the truth, as something which cannot be ob- 
tained. 

The liberty which some nominal christians 
have taken with the inspiration and exposition 
of the bible, has tended powerfally to under- 
mine their own and the public confidence in 
the book. 

Having decided by reason what the bible 
ought to mean, they have attempted to make its 
stubborn dialect conform, and to stop its mouth 
where it would speak amiss, or by the rack to 
compel it to prophesy deceits. And where all 
this will not avail, to lop off with the knife 
the i&corrigible passages. 

But by the time this torturing, pruning pro- 
cess is ended, there is little left which the ex- 
perimenter himself believes; and bat little con- 
fidence in that which he affects to believe. 
When it has been once discovered that the Old 
Testament is obsolete, and filled with unworthy 
conceptions of God and dangerous errors; that 
certain portions of the New Testament are spu- 
rious, and others mistranslated; that many of 
the epistles are of doubtful authority, and none 
of ihem so guarded by inspiration as to exclude 
false reasoning, allogorizings, and mysticism, and 
accommodations to the errors and ' prejudices of 
the age; that even the Gospels are not a reve- 
lation, but merely a history of one, which unin- 
spired men wrote down as well as they could 
remember, but with Jess ability than Cicero or So- 
-^rates would have done it, they are prepared for the 
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conclusion, that there is no revelation, and that 
reason is man's only guide; that there is some 
inUh in the bible which was wonce revealed, which 
lies somewhere amid the rubbish of ages, and 
the confusion of mistake; but what it is, and 
where it is, reason must decide, taking up the 
particles of truth by its own attraction, as the 
magnet extracts iron from the sand. No other book 
could sustain its character for trutiii under such 
treatment — ^no other book ever written bj men 
of common sense, was ever regarded as being 
thus incapable of definite exposition. Such un- 
certainty thrown upon human legislation, would 
destroy utterly the power of civil governments. 
Were it announced from the bar and the bench, 
that the obvious import of the statute book is 
not the true import, that more than half of it is 
obsolete and filled with false principles of law, 
that in the best parts, some enactments are in- 
terpolations and others borrowed from dead lan- 
guages mistranslated; that none of them are the 
laws of the state, but the mere history of laws, 
passed ages ago, which the bystanders heard en- 
acted, and wrote down for our use according to 
the best of their recollection; with fe^fer means 
for accuracy than the reporters of parliamentary 
or congressional debates; that they have sent 
down to us many ^wise and some foolish laws, 
which need to be modified in accommodation to 
the altered state of society; and that in discrimi- 
nating between what is obsolete, and interpolated, 
and misremembered and mistranslated, and what is 
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genuine and obligatory, the bench, and the jury, 
and the people must judge for themselves-^fol- 
lowing the dictates of their own reason, — could 
the statute book, with no more definiteness and 
authority defend us against the. innovations of 
the anti-social system? And can the bible, as 
Heaven's law book, be treated' thus and continue 
to be ** the law of the Lord, converting the 
soul; the testimony of the Lord, which is swe, 
making wise the simple," ^'the power of 
God and the wisdom of God' unto salvation?" 
Can such loose and low opinions of the bible, 
be thrown out upon the community, and not 
subtract from the reverence and the confidence, 
which is indispensable, to render it the efficient 
legislation of Heaven? The results of this prac- 
tice have corresponded with its tendencies. In 
Germany, it has brought commentator and 
reader, to the frank unqualified denial of the in-* 
spiration of the bible; and in this country, the 
same treatment of the bible has already pro- 
duced, and is producing the same results. 

Another occasion of scepticism, is the con- 
founding of the physical and moral power of 
God. 

Physical (wmipotence is the capacity of God 
to do whatever is, in the nature of things, possi- 
ble to be done by direct power. 

Moral omnipotence is the capacity of God to 
do by laws and moral influence, whatever is con- 
sistent with the na,ture of mind, of free agency, 
accountability, and moral government. 
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He did not so make the Solar System, as that 
its govemment, hy the ten commandments, should 
be a possible thing, or so constitute the mind as 
that choice and accountability* should by any 
possibility be the result of a direct irresistible om- 
nipotence* But multitudes confound this distinc- 
tion, and apply the attributes of physical omnipo- 
tence to the government of mind, and thus 
drawing inferences against the bible, attempt to 
explain away its unbending orthodoxy. Why, they 
say, if faith is necessary, does not God make men 
believe? Is he not Omnipotent? What need was 
there for an atonement? Could not God have 
held the heart . of the universe steady even 
though he had sanctified and pardoned the guilty? 
Is he not Almighty? Does he not desire the 
salvation of all, and work all, things after the 
counsel of his own will? Why then will not all 
men be saved? Who can believe that he will 
punish when his power enables him just as con- 
sistently to save? They overlook the fact, that 
simple power, such as can wield the material 
universe, must act in the government of mind 
by laws, and motives, and moral influence, with 
reference to the formation and continuance of 
character, and free agency, and accountability; 
and that to assert that God can govern mind 
directly, as he governs matter, is to^ beg the ques- 
tion, and deny the distinction between material 
and moral government, and contradict the bible^ 
which declares that God, by the law could not, 
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and only through the atonement could be just 
and the justifier of him that believeth. 

Another cause of scepticism is found in mental 
dissipation* < 

There are multitudes who think incessantly, 
but never make the effort to methodize and 
digest their thoughts. They read all sorts of 
books, engage in all sorts of discussions, hear 
all sorts of' preachers, vainly hoping that in 
some favored moment, truth personified will stand 
before them. But as she does not appear, they 
let the heterogeneous mass float in upon and op- 
press the mind, as undigested aliment does the 
stomach — till fumes and debility ensue. No 
wonder they cannot believe any thing. The an- 
imal who could not eat between two equal attrac- 
tions of appetite, and at length gorged himself 
by eating every thing within his reach, would 
not* be in a more pitiable condition. 

The union of church and state in Protestant 
nations has been a, fruitful cause of scepticism. 

It was the result of an order of things which 
the reformers could not change; which, though 
it sometimes aided, hindered more than it helped 
the cause of pure religion, while to religious 
liberty it gave little besides the name. ^ 

It was this unhallowed alliance with the state 
which withdrew the eye and the heart from the 
protection of heaven, to rely on an arm of 
flesh, and from the doctrines of heaven to the 
commandments of men, an^ which filled up 
the church with professors by subscriptions to 



CAUSES or 6CEPTICISBC* 37 

creeds and confonnity to. ceremomes, without 
the evangelical qnalifications of repentance tow 
aids God) and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ 
In this bad alliance the sabbath was pro&ned, 
and a lax moraUtj prevailed within her sacred 
inclosures, and discipline was neglected, and 
crimes tolerated, in high places and in low; 
whilei the right of presentation to (lie ministry, 
by the king and nobility, rendered the ministry 
a sinecure, and filled it, not unfrequently, with 
ignorant, vicious, and heretical men. 

This preposterous exhibition of religion in al- 
liance with the world, obscured her glory, de- 
stroyed her puriiy, and broke her power, and 
emancipated men from the dominion of Chris- 
tianity to fall back upon scepticism and infi- 
delity. 

In this coi](ntry we have indeed no union 
of church and state; and yet we have not es- 
caped entirely the amialgamation of the church 
and the world. Just in proportion as, on 
principles of superstition, or formality, or policy, 
men without holiness are recognized as mem- 
bers of the church of • Christ, the samenresults 
will follow: a lax observance of the sabbath, a 
loose morality aAA formal worship, antinomian 
Vitality or Arminian laxity of doctrine, both of' 
which alike grieve the spirit and abandon man 
to his own heart's lust. It was this amalgama- 
tion of the church with the world in New- 
England, by a profession without evidence of 
piety, which stopped for seventy years, those 
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reTivals with which the colonies commenced, 
and which hegan. again only with the restorar 
tion of the scriptural tenure of membership, bj 
a credible profession of holiness. 

It was this amalgamation which brought un- 
converted men into the ministry and introduced^ 
first, a lax Calvinisn; and then, Arminianism; 
and then, Arianism; and after that, Socinianism; 
till at length scepticism became the predomi- 
nant cast of those, who were not professedly 
evangelicaU 

The attempt making by some to annihilate 
the distinction of church and congregation among 
nominal christians and to comprehend in one 
charitable fellowship entire towns, parishes, or 
congregations, is one of the most efficient me- 
thods which could be devised for putting out 
the light and paralyzing the power of the gos- 
pel, and filling the land with scepticd and in-- 
fidels. 

The way to prevent infidelity is not to unspir- 
itualize Christianity, and make it simply a reli- 
gion of forms and poLOvable terms, so accommo- 
datiiig(| that unholy men shall find neither re- 
proof nor repellency; not so to bring down the 
church and its doctrines and discipline, that in- 
fidels may find themselves well qualified and 
acceptable brethren, without any change of sen- 
timent or practice. 

Men of sense despise such temporizing policy. 
They know that religion is either a matter of 
vast magnitude or nothing; and since these 
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teachers reduce it so nearly to the capacity ef 
a cypher, they choose to go for the whole, and 
regard it all as a fable. 

If you search the congregations of the whole 
nation, you wiU find scepticism to predominate 
most in those places where the clapins and sanctions 
of the gospel have been brought down the lowest, 
and the difierence between christian and infidel so 
narrowed down, as that in the conjunction, it 
woiild be difficult to decide whether Christianity 
had been converted to infideUty, or infidelity to 
Christianity. 

Not a few are rendered sceptical by the pro- 
tracted habit of bdieving the truth without obey- 
ing it. 

The snares of the world, and the deceitful- 
ness of riches, and the lust of other things spring 
up, and choke the word, and it becomes unfruit- 
ful. In this condition of unproductive hearing, 
while the world rises in relative estimation, the 
concerns of eternity recede and disappear: the 
result is a growing insensibiHty of mind to evi- 
dence. The being of God, and the inspiration of 
the bible, and the reahties of the etema^ state, 
though certified by evidence, more luminous and 
powerful than ever was concentrated on any other 
subject, assume the position of believed, but un- 
realized truths — ^like those distant oihs of heaven 
whose light, as yet, has not reached the earth. 
The man has a respect for reUgion, and its insti- 
tutions; and under the power of conscience, there 
is at times solemnity, and impression, and many 
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good wishes, and half-formed resohitions, and ear- 
nest desires, and sad regrets, and many fears and 
many hopes of being and doing better; but fliis 
at length becomes an irksome state. The wane 
of life, and the approaching shades of evening, 
warn the subject that his days are almost num- 
bered, and eternity is near. 

He would prefer becoming a christian by regen- 
eration, if he thought he could; but begins to fear 
that he never shall, — ^wishes there might be some 
other way — ^hopes there may be, and bcfgins to 
look around with exploring eye, to see if there is 
not. And immediately, as eagles gather about the 
slain, temptations gather about the ruined man, 
and volunteer their aid. 

And now the truth, heard before with patience, 
begins to become irksome and painful, and he 
hears, with the reaction of excited sensibility. He 
believes, to be sure; but then, tfae doctrines are 
preached too much, or with too much terror, or 
too much earnestness, or too much severity, or 
personality of reference. He wishes that minis- 
ters would preach the relative duties more, and 
the dcytrines less. Still, it is slowly that educa- 
tion, and conscience,, and habit let go. In times 
of peril, and of quickened attention to religion, 
conscience awakes, and drives out the intrusions 
of doubt, and shakes his soul with salutary fear. 
He trembles, relents, and is almost persuaded to 
become a christian; but the elastic cord which 
binds him only yields to the pressure, but does 
not break; and when the momentary eflFort has 
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passed by, returns to its massy strength. And now 
the alternative beccMnes imperious of meeting or 
disbelieving the terrors of ttie future state; and 
finally he determines if possible to disbelieve. 
A large proportion of the virjilent opponents of 
evangelical doctrine and the bible, are men who 
were once nominal believers, and had, at some 
period of their life, been seriously awakened about 
the concerns of their souls, until despondency, 
and fear, and guilt made them sceptics. 

Undefined and unworthy conceptions of experi- 
mental religion, as associated with the weak- 
nesses and extravagances of indiscreet and fana- 
tical good men, are the occasions of uncertainty 
and doubt to many minds. 

I do not regard as £tnaticism, a sudden and 
deep sense of guilt and danger, falling upon 
many minds at the same time, and followed 
speedily with filial sorrow for sin, and afiection- 
ate reliance on the Saviour, and a life subse- 
quently consecrated to his service. I have refer- 
ence to great excitement, where there is Kttle 
knowledge; to excessive, unregulated, tumultuous 
feeling — superseding discretion, and enlisting the 
animal susceptibilities, and nervous excitement, 
and spiritual pride — ^regardless alike of scriptural 
restraint, and the decorum of civilized, social 
intercourse. When such whirlwinds of wildfire 
break out among wood, and hay, and stubble, it 
is called by some a revival of religion; but though 
there should be some religion amid the vast dis- 
order, I call it fanaticism, and the real religion 
d2 
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of it, like a few kernals of wheat amid maim* 
tains of chaff, set on fire and blown about by 
furious winds. It is owing to such excesses, that 
lasting associations of odium are attached to revi- 
vals, where no such exhibitions are witnessed—* 
and where the effects are pure, and undefiled re- 
ligion. 

Another cause of scepticism is found in dissolute 
habits. 

The process is short and obvious. The conflict 
between the man's practice and his conscience is 
too severe to be permanently endured. One or 
the other must conform, or there can be no peace* 
To relinquish his guilty pleasures and sinful ways, 
he is not prepared. These he will not giv€ up, 
and therefore his only alternative is, to deceive 
himself, and still his conscience by false testi- 
mony. 

This commonly is attempted at first, by an en- 
deavor so to expound the bible, as that it shall 
speak peace to the wicked. But it is formed of 
such unbending materials, that though bent out of 
the way, like the elastic bow, it flies back the mo- 
ment the constraining force relaxes. If wrested, it 
requires too much watching, and holding wrong, 
to consist with convenience and comfort; for though 
with great effort it may be stretched upon the 
rack, and compelled to prophesy peace to the 
wicked, no sooner are the engines of torture re^ 
laxed, than it thunders out again, ^' there is no 
peace, saith my God, to the wicked." The bible, 
therefore, to a vicious man, is a most terrific 
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book; with all he can do, and with all the help 
he can obtain to explain it awaj, it keeps him 
in constant alarm: like the fires of a volcano, it 
bums fiercely beneath his feet, and keeps up a 
dreadful sound in his ears, and shakes his soul 
with reiterated and unsubdued alarms — ^until in 
weariness, and vexation, and desperation^he turns 
furiously, and rushes, vi et armis, upon Ais unre- 
lenting tormentor. And now he stands erect, and 
sets bis mouth against the heavens, and his foot 
on all which is pure and holy; and calls it eman- 
cipation, and the triumph of reason over educa- 
tion, and superstition, and priestcrafl. 

Before the epidemic of infidelity passed over 
our land, nearly all the vicious were condemned 
to do penance for their crimes, by a nominal 
belief in Christianity, and the retributions of a 
future state; but since that event, nearly every 
man and woman of dissolute habits have secretly 
or openly sent in their renunciation of the bible, 
and their adhesion to the sceptical cast. One 
illustration of this kind may stand for thousands. 
A youth, religiously educated, comes in quest of 
employment from the country, to one of our great 
cities. His principles are unperverted, his breath 
is pui^, his morals are uncorrupt, his conscience 
is tender, and all bis habits are good. But he is 
a stranger; and in his vacant moments, far from 
parents and friends, is solitary; he falls at length 
into the society of amiable, polite, and courteous 
young men; but, -alas! adepts in the wiles of temp- 
tation, and the practices of evil, they spread the 
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snare for his feet, and dig the pit for" his down- 
fall. At first, he is shocked and recoils; and they, 
nothing daunted, renew their assiduities, and let 
fall upon his ear their sympathy for his faintness 
of heart and superstitious fears. Their sophistry 
and cavils distil as dew upon him, and their sar- 
casm eateth as doth a canker. By little and little 
his hearf receives the shock with less repellency; 
and as he sees that they eat and do not die, 
and hears them boasting of their liberty, the young 
unhallowed desire begins to rise in his bosom, 
and as conscience falters, and his . fears subside, 
in evil hour he consents to the enticement,' and 
is undone. Still, for a season, a- wounded con- 
science pains him, and he passes sleepless nights 
and days of wo. ^ O that I had never left the 
abodes of purity and come to this guilty city! — 
O that I had rejected and burst away, when I 
faltered and was almost persuaded to do so! 
my mother! — what wouldst thou say didst thou 
know what thy son is doing? O my sister! didst 
thou see what thy brother has become, how would 
thy pure heart bleed!" 

But the net is upon him, and he struggles only 
to draw closer the toils about him. The stream 
is rolling on with a broader, deeper tide, which 
he resists with a feebler arm — ^till, in desperation, 
resistance ceases, and he goes downward in the 
full career of augmenting crime. At length bis 
guilty pleasures surpass his income, and to meet 
the deficiency, he borrows of his. employer. Yes, 
he borrows — ^without leave, indeed— but to repay; 
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and borrows again, and repeats &e loan, till repay- 
ment becomes impos8tble-»-and at length detection 
and shame burst upon him. And now his char* 
acter is gone, his prospects in life are blasted, 
and he becomes misanthropic and desperate. He 
will not reform, and he cannot endore the hell 
i^hich the truth believed kindles in his bosonii, 
and resolves to bury his wretchedness in &e nuns 
of Ids faith. He calls to his aid Hume, and Paine, 
and Yolney, and Voltaire, and Owen, and Wright, 
and becomes a sceptic; and between the gam- 
bling table and the brothel, and the midnight 
enterprises of the anti-social band, and the jail, 
he spends his days — ^till at length the hand of 
justice overtakes him, and he dies in a halter. 

I will only add, that implicit confidence in great 
and learned men, who have been unbelievers, is 
a frequent cause of scepticism. 

For though there .is no class of men who boast 
more of free and independent thought, than scep- 
tics, there are in fact few men who think less, or 
rely with a more tame, impUcit, unthinking con- 
fidence on the opinion of others. They assume 
that these great men have examined the subject 
thoroughly, and candidly, on both sides, and that 
where such minds have been unable to find com- 
petent evidence to rest their faith upon, it must 
be that there is none. But all these premises, so 
important to the conclusion, are assumed without 
evidence, and falsely. The instance is probably yet 
to be found, of a sceptic, who had soberly and care- 
fully, and candidly examined both sides; who had 
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studied the history, and design, and evidence, and 
exposition of the bible. Many who have under- 
taken only to read it, to find armor against it, 
have been cured of their scepticism; but I do not 
believe' a well authenticated instance can be found 
of a sceptic who was a good biblical scholar, 
and who studied thoroughly the bible and its 
evidences, and remained a sceptic. But if it were 
so, it would be nothing to be relied on, while 
a hundred to one of great mind and learning, 
read and are convinced. Great minds have also 
great and evil hearts, powerful passions, great vices 
of life, and great aversion to the truth, and vio- 
lent prejudices agednst it, and an indomitable pride, 
revolting against becoming little children, that they 
may enter the kingdom of God. The children of 
our sabbath schools, of twelve years of age, are 
probably much better acquainted wiQi the his- 
tory, and doctrines, and evidences pf the bible 
than the ablest deists, who have poured forth tor- 
rents of scorn and invective against it. Nothing 
therefore is more weak, and foolish, and perilous 
than the scepticism which is inspired by confi- 
dence in perverted talent, and unapplied knowl- 
edge, and the decisions of ignorance, and preju- 
dice, and hatred against the word of God. 

In respect to the remedy for scepticism, there 
are two courses. One is the concentration of the 
mind upon admitted truths with reference to 
the immediate exercise of right afiections. 

The knowledge requisite to the exercise of the 
affections, is far short of that which is demanded 
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to settle all the difficulties and remoTe all the 
doubts of a speculating nund; and correct 
affections in view of truth are practicable, 
while many clouds hang over particular depart- 
ments of the great subject. A man may under- 
stand and approve the vital parts of the 
constitution of the United States, long be- 
fore he has studied and made up his mind 
on every particular, and his patriotic approbation 
of what he does understand will aid him in the 
study and comprehension of the rest. In like 
manner when the heart shall render to God the 
homage of love and confidence, gratitude and 
obedience, in view of such exhibitions of his 
character, and word and ways, as are compre- 
hended and entitled to affectionate confidence, 
three-fourths of all the speculative difficulties 
will pass away as the mists recede before the 
rising sun, and those which linger will be soon 
adjusted. 

To accomplish this result, however, a rigid in- 
hibition must be laid upon the habit of specu- 
lation. For the present it must be stopped, 
and the whole soul be turned from the effort at 
knowing every tiling to the effi)rt at doing the will 
of God, which is known; and to this end, the bible 
should be devoutly read, with a simple reference 
to the understanding and obeying the claims of 
God upon the heart. Let a careful non-in- 
tercourse be m£iintained with all associates who 
would divert your mind, and bring around 
you the society of intelligent christian friends 
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and give yourself, at stated times daily, to re- 
tirement, the reading of the Scriptures and fe^ 
vent prayer for guidance and illumination. At- 
tend statedly also upon the public worship of 
God, and be careful to ayoid every practice 
which would do violence to your conscience, 
and to preserve tmbroken and with increasing 
vigor all your serious mental associations; and 
daily and often as the knowledge of duty breaks 
in upon your mind, do it Give to God the 
affections of your soul, and consecrate you^ 
self to his service. Exercise ingenuous sorrow 
for your sins, and rely affectionately upon the 
Saviour. 

The chief difficulty you will have to encoun- 
ter will be the mental effort to begin, and the 
difficulty and irksomeness' of a first attempt to 
fix your thoughts upon an unwelcome and long 
neglected subject. It is this reluctance of the 
mind to give itself immediately to the subject, 
and the faintness of heart incident to the early 
stages of effort, upon which temptation concen- 
trates its power to produce indefinite procrasti- 
nation and doubt. But decision will soon be 
followed with augmented power of resolved pur- 
pose, and diminished resistance, and with the 
increased influence of the Spirit, till by the divine 
blessing you come to a calm, intelligent, de- 
lightful consecration of all your powers, to Hins 
who loved you and gave himself to die for 
your sins. 

The course here recommended is not a mere 
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theory, but a practical prescriptioD, often re- 
pestted, and to my knowledge neyer without 
auspicious results. I have known young men of 
literary distinction and sceptical habits, who ob- 
tained in this way quickly permanent satisfac- 
tion, which years of discussion and mental scru- 
tiny had failed to bestow: and veterans I have 
known in sceptical debate, who, by a devout 
communion with their own hearts and the bible, 
have come into the possession of abiding confi- 
dence and tranquillity of mind. These results 
are doubtless an illustration of the promise: — 1£ 
any man will do his will he shall Imow of the 
doctrine, and of what is meant by becoming a 
little child that we may enter the kingdom of 
God. 

The man who will iiot obey the gospel till he 
can comprehend eveiy thing which appertains 
to the vast system, will probably never obey 
it; while he whose heart follows, with equal 
steps the movements of . his understanding will 
find his path shining more and more to the per- 
fect day. 

There are, however, some minds of such a 
temperament and of such inflexible habits, as 
may render the total inhibition of speculation 
extremely difficult. In such a case, while I 
would still urgently recommend the preceding 
course in respect to the devout discipline of 
the heart, by reading and prayer, and efibrts to 
feel right, there would seem to be a necessity 
of referring the mind also to the elementary 
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principles of accountability and moral govem- 
ment. These are the pillars of the temple, 
without which, it is but a hea{> of splendid 
ruins; and no one can be conversant with scep- 
tical minds and not perceive their deficiency in 
elementary knowledge, and exact definitions. 
They always include some positions at variance 
with the principles of moral government, and 
leave out principles, which are indispensable to 
a just cbnception of the subject, and like miss- 
ing a figure in an arithmetical process, it vitiates 
the result. But the mistake having been made, 
and persisted in, and incorporated in every train 
of thought, is not likely to be detected by the 
subject alone. The aid of some intelligent friend 
is needed, who, in a free conversation, inay 
point out the assumptions, and supply the defi- 
ciencies, and put the definitions and reasonings 
in order; and they will move on unbiassed, to 
a delightful result of mental satisfaction. The 
elementary principles of the Christian system 
are, like the elements of all the great works of 
Heaven, — few, obvious, and of sublime simplicity; 
and I have never known them disencumbered 
and fairly presented to the minds of sceptical 
men, without gratifying results. 

.These elements of theology are comprehended 
in- just conceptions of the decrees of God — ^as 
having for their object an intelligent universe, 
composed of free agents, and governed by per- 
fect laws, perfectly administered, including the 
remedial system for the maintenance of law, and 
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the reformatioii and forgiyeness of the goilty. 
Thej are easilj understood, and when these 
great tights m the moral heavens arise, they dis- 
pel all darkness, and perplexity, and doubt. 

The temptations to atheism, and fatalism, and 
to heresy and error, pass away; and reason act- 
ing upon correct premises, arrives with ease and 
deHght at consistent and satisfying results. And 
tiie conscience does its office, and the heart feels its 
accountabiUty, and obligation,* and guilt j and by 
tiie power of truth and the holy spirit^ the will, 
signiiSes its adhesion and the afiections flow forth 
in those channels of benevolence and complacen- 
cy, which Heaven has provided for obedient 
minds. It is not enough, however, that the 
mind, long vexed and bewildered, should be 
guided once only through the labyrinth out of 
tihe wilderness into the open field and the light 
of day. The perceptions of the way might fade 
or the memorf of old associations might return, 
to bias and bewilder the mind. The process 
should be travelled over in the society of ex- 
perienced friendship many times, till the truth 
becomes familiar; till all its impressions remain, 
and its light shines serenely, and all the per- 
verting associations of error fall as scales from 
the eyes and chains from the soul. And with 
such aid where the commitment of party or the 
pride of reason, or malignant animosity, or in- 
veterate vicious habits do not prevent, the result 
is as sure as any thing which depends on the 
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unpeirerted action of evidence and moral in- 
fluence upon the human mind. 

Where no such guidance of experienced firiend- 
ship can he had, no alternative remains but to 
add to the first prescription inflexibly adhered 
to, the careful studj of the best elementary 
authors on mental philosophy and moral govern- 
ment, and the evidences of Christianity. This 
though a somewhat protracted and laborious 
course, is the only alternative, and is justified 
and enforced by the immensity of the^ interest 
at stake. 

Paley's Natural Theology stands unrivaled as 
a neat, copious, conclusive argument, of the ex- 
istence and operation of the omniscient design, 
almighty power, and unmingled benevolence of 
an eternal mind. But for just and comprehensive 
views of the first principles of religion, the 
Analogy of Natural and Revealed Religion, by 
Butler, is probably unrivaled by any product 
of the human mind; and studied thoroughly, 
and honestly, and prayerfully, by any mind of 
sufficient power to be entitled to speculate at 
all, will guide it out of darkness into light. 

The motives to adopt some course to alleviate 
and confirm a* wavering mind, are numerous and 
powerful. 

It is a condition empty of enjoyment 
and attended with great mental desolation. 
Sceptical men are never satisfied with their spe- 
culations, and are never happy, and are often 
miserable. The mind was made for the acquisi- 



REMEDY OF SCBPTICISIf. 53 

tion of knowledge; — and that knowledge concern- 
ing which thej doubt — the beings character, law, 
and goyemment of God, is, . of all knowledge, 
the most interesting in itself, and the most im- 
portant. Scepticism therefore dooms the intellect 
'to sterility and famine, and the heart to va- 
cancj, and the soul to suspense, on this most 
important subject 

It is also an entirely gratuitous deprivation of 
good, and endurance of evil. 

The reiterated complaint, that there are so 
many opinions on the subject that nothing can 
be known, is as unfounded as it is pusillanimous. 
Were opinions the only source (tf knowledge, 
and to be weighed by the pound, or' to be 
counted by the dozen, to decide by the suf- 
frage of number what is true, the conclusion 
might be well founded; but facts and evidence 
are the material of knowledge, and the elementaiy 
truths of revelation are just as plain, and their 
results just as easily attained, and just as satis* 
factory and certain, as on any other subject. 
On &e same condition that knowledge can be 
obtained in natural philosophy, it can be obtained 
in theology. Hones^ persevering application is the 
universal condition of knowledge in every de- 
partment of the kingdom of God; and the theologir 
cal department is just as accessible to study, and 
just as certainly rewards industry, as any othen 
At the entrance it is written, ^ If thou shalt incline 
thine ear to wisdom, and apply thy heart to un- 
derstanding:; if thou .criest after knowledge, and 
e2 
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Eftest up thj y^ice for understanding; if thou 
seekest her as silver and searchest for her as for 
hid treasure; then shalt thou understand the fear 
of the Lord and find the knowledge of God."* 
By far the greatest portion of intelligent nunds 
who have candidly and thoroughly investigated, 
have escaped indecision and doubt, and multi- 
tudes by the sanie means have emerged from 
darkness, and come into the possession of a set- 
tled confidence. It were a libel on heaven, to sup- 
pose that it has thrown wide open all the avenues 
of natural knowledge and lit up lamps about 
them, and shrouded with impenetrable darkness the 
threshold of moral government— -the gateway 
of eternity. God is not the author of scepti- 
cism. He has not thrust out orbs of intelligence 
to roll about him in blackness of darkness. It is 
his desire to manifest himself to the minds which 
he has made, by pouring out floods of light around 
him, through the medium of his works and his 
word; and the wayfaring man, though a fool, need 
not err. 

To every sceptical man, I would say then in 
conclusion, — the subjects upon which your mind 
wavers are too important to be permitted to hang 
in doubt. You cannot prove that there is no 
God, or that the soul is not immortal, and accoun- 
table, and depraved, needing an atonement and 
sanctification, to escape everlasting ruin and ob- 
taia eternal life. But before you reject the sub- 
ject, you ought to be well ascertained that the in- 

*Prov. ii. ^, 3, 4, 5. 
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spiration of the bible and its representations of 
human character and the ftttare state are not true. 
Were your titles to your earthly estate doubtful, 
that fact would wake up all your energies to put 
the matter out of doubt. If you had as much evi- 
dence in the night that your house is on fire, as 
you have that you are a sinner and that God will 
by no means clear the guilty, would you cry 
peace and sleep on because you did not know to 
a certainty that it was your house, which was 
burning? Would you pass a road beset probably 
with robbers, because you had some doubts whether 
they would be there or not? If you had as much 
evidence of poison in your cup as you have that 
Christianity is true and scepticism ruinous, would 
you drink because you did not certainly know 
that there was death in it? It is not enough that 
you do not know the bible to be true. You 
ought to know it to be false, before you reject it; 
seeing if it is false, nothing is lost, and all is lost, 
if it be true, and you reject. it. 



LECTURE III. 
POLITICAL ATHEISM. 



PSALM, XIV. 1. 

TBS FOOZi BATB, UI9 XM HX8 BKUIT, TBUUE If NO QOD. 

MoKAii Atheism is the aversion of the heart to 
God and his goyemment It implies no impotency 
of intellect; but its perversion, by the obliquity of 
the heart. It is not the understanding which revolts 
against evidence; but the heart which revolts against 
holiness and moral obligation. The language of the 
heart consists in feeling; and to say in the heart, ^^no 
God," is to wish there were none. This aversion to 
file existence of God, springs however, from no disin- 
terested malignity to his being, provided it imfflied 
no law, accountability, guilt, and danger. 

It is against God as a moral governor, reigning 

over men by a law which is holy, and just, and 

good — that the heart of the fool makes insurrection. 

Its language is, — ^no accountability — ^no fear — ^no 

restraint — ^no self-denial — ^no change of heart and 

67 
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life, to escape perdition — ^and no reward or punish- 
ment in a future state according to deeds. 

SpBCVLATrvB Athki8m is the actual belief of what 
the heart thus desires* It is giving up the under-, 
gtanuill*^ to strong delusion, to beBeve a lie. 

The first aberraiZOB of alienated mind, was mani- 
fested in licentiousness and violence; the second in 
idolatry — ^the worship by visible symbols of iGCa! 
divinities inhabiting the several departments of nar 
ture. The increase of philosophy united these scat- 
tered energies into one almighty mind, firom which 
inferior minds were emanations, like sparks from 
heavenly bodies, to be in due time absorbed again. 
Gradually however, as sense prevailed, and the dark- 
ness deepened, the intelligence of voluntary action 
of mind went out, and left only an unthinking, all- 
pervading energy— -the soul of the world, and the 
primum mobile of all motion in the universe, accor^ 
ding to the attributes and laws of self-existent and 
eternal nature 

This is Pantheism, which makes the world God, 
«and God the world. It is the atheism which was in 
France, the pffipring of perverted Christianity; and 
it is substantially the form which the infidelity of 
this country has assumed — many sceptics, but few 
deia0. Most who doubt are as much unsettled con- 
cerning the being of a God, immortality of the soal 
and a future state, as about the bible. It is denom- 
inated political atheism, because in France and here 
its theories extend to the modification of the religious, 
civil, and social state of man — contemplating nothing 
less than the abolition of marriage and the family 
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ftate^ separate propertj, cml goyermnent, and all 
sense of accountability, and all religioos worship-^ 
an efibrt to tarn the world np side down, and empty 
it of every institution, thought^ feeling and action 
which has emanated from Christianity, to join man- 
kind solely under the auspices of atheism. 

That such associations exist and are acting in cor- 
respondence, and are extending themselyes through 
the country, is a matter of notoriety. That they 
can no longer,* with safety, be despised, or permitted 
to move on without some efibrt to apprise the com- 
muniiy of their character and designs, is equally cer- 
tain; for though no doubt public sentiment, when 
brought to act upon them, will render them harmless, 
it is no less true that the reality and nature of these 
associations must be understood, that this great cor- 
rector may act upon them* 

It will be the object therefore, of this discourse, to 
illustrate the doctrines, the follies, and dangers, of 
Political Athdsm. 

The creed inscribed on the black flag around 
which these men have rallied, is short and dreadful. 
It is rdised high, and floats on the breeze, proclaiming 
in capitals, to every eye — That thebe is no God— 

KO RSSURRECnON — VO TOITOB STATE — ^NO FREE 

ACHENCV — 7(0 ACCOUNTABIUTY — HO VIUTUM — ^NO SHI 

NO DEVIL — NO HEAVEN ^NO HELL — ^AND THAT DEATH 

IS AN ETERNAL SLEEP. That man is a thinking 
reasoning machine, governed mechanically, accop. 
ding to the laws of animated matter. That evidence 
governs the understanding, and motives the wiU, oi 
the same principle that percussion moves the pebble^ 
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and weights tarn the scales, and that all events are 
-made certain by a material, mechanical necessity. 
There is nothing in fhe umverse but matter, is the 
one article of the atheist's creed. 

The political part of this creed is,^— Thjat all coer- 
cive government by law is a contravention of liberty, 
and arbitrary and nnjust: — That separate property 
is but a limb of the feudal system, and an anti-repnb* 
lican monopoly: — That marriage is an unreasonable 
restraint on liberty, and ought to be abolished; and 
the family to be disbanded, as the citadel of selfish- 
ness and separate property, and all those aristocratic 
monopolies for the subversion of liberty, the perpe- 
tuity of. priest-craft, and the vile union of church and 
state: — ^That the fear of God, is a delusion; con- 
science, superstition; natural affection, the prejudice 
of education; chastity, pusiUanipdous; and incon- 
tinence, magnanimous. 

To those who are not initiated in these mysteries, 
it may be a matter of terrific curioaty to understand 
how all this is to be accomplished. An outline only 
can be given. 

The belief in God's existence is to be obliterated — 
by exposing the sophistry that universal design is 
evidence of an intelligent designer, and accounting 
for the existence of things by the agency of almighty 
chance. . The Bible is to be driven out of circulation, 
by the detection and exposure of its imposture, absur- 
dity, and pernicious influence. The Sabbath is to 
be obliterated, as a waste of time, and its place sup- 
plied by occasional holidays for amusement ana 
pleasure. Marriage is to be hooted out of society 
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as a cGDiemptible ufiurpation of liberty, while the 
entire race of men) free as oiher animc^ wander 
over the great c<ttnmon field, and hold promiscuous 
intercourse, and eat, and drink, and propagate, and 
die* The property of the world is to become a 
common stock, to which each is to contribate, bj his 
labor, and from which be is to receiye his rations of 
food and raiment in due season* The progeny of 
these emancipated animals, whose existence they 
may choose to permit, is to be educated at the public 
eicpense, and legislators, instead of enacting laws for 
the goyemment of men, are to be occupied in ad- 
ministering those circumstances, whose mechanical 
power in education, shall effectuate his perfection, 
£uid introduce the atheistical political millennium. 
In the application of this nurture and admonition, 
all are to be made equal in education, and continued 
equal in honor and property, that there may be no 
flupeiioritj to occasion pride, and no inferiority to 
occasion enyy, but one great plain, without protu* 
beraiice or indentation, over which the whole team, 
equally yoked, may moye on to annihilaikMi in bkssed 
e%uaDimity« 

This hopefid change in human affidus is to be ac- 
eoaspliflhed by the inde&tigable and systanaiic effort 
of the initiated, to revoltttioldse public sentiment, 
sntil it shall sfeak at the polk and in the balk of 
Icigislaticm, imd vote out of the world, God, and the 
Bihl% and the Sabbatb and public worship, and the 
l^pel Baiaistry^ and msirriage, and the fiinily, and 
all inequality of knowledge and honor and profit, 
and all goyemment but the goyemment of circum- 
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stances, to make Way for the miUeimiiiin of reason 
and natore, in which man may liye without God, and 
obey the flesh without shame, and ^e without fear. 

In this crusade against Christianity and heaven, 
the press is to be deeply enlisted; and by period* 
icals, and newspapers, and tracts, and caricature 
prints, every where disseminated, is to dispel the 
existing darkness, pour daylight on the hu- 
man mind, and inaoculate the people with the 
virus of indomitable liberty, to whose ferocious 
heart and fiery eye, religious and civil liberty, 
and inequality of property, the restraints of law, 
and virtue itself, shall be regarded as usurpa- 
tion and treason, and the pavements, which in 
Europe are torn up to batter down despotism, 
shall here be turned ageunst the temples of God 
and the laws of the land. As a powerful auxil- 
iary in this mark of universal emancipation, 
woman is to be enlisted — ^woman, unperverted, the 
pattern of whatsoever tbings are pure and lovely, 
but herself corrupted, a paragon of deformity, a 
demon in human fonn* 

But as Mahomet, when deception moved him on 
to power, shortened the process of conversion by 
force, so these friends of universal liberty, when 
power shall second inclination, intend and now 
threaten to put out the sun of righteousness and 
compel us to float througli life in the stream of licen- 
tious animalism* Upon both parts of this system, 
its falsehood and its folly, I must be pettoitted to 
make a few observations. 
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Under the first head, I hare the following remarks 
to offer: — 

1, It is a thing eminently to be desired, that there 
should be a supreme benevolent intelligence, who is 
the Creator and moral Governor of the universe, 
whose subjects and kingdom shall endure forever. 

The want of some intellect above our own, and 
of social afiections more copious and pure than man 
can bestow, and of guidance and protection, and the 
intercourse of obedience and reward, and grateful 
affection, is what the whcde nature of man indicates, 
and his whole soul pants after. We feel our little- 
ness in presence of the majestic elements of nature, 
and our weakness compared with their power, and 
our loneliness in the vast universe, unenlighted, un- 
guided and unblessed hy any intelligence superior to 
our own. We behold the flight of time, the passing 
fashion of the world, and tiie gulf of annihilation cur- 
tained with the darkness of an eternal night. At 
the side of this dark vortex which covers with deep 
oblivion the past, and impenetrable darkness the 
future, nature shudders and draws back, and the soul, 
with sinking heart, looks mournfully around upon 
this fair creation, and up to these beautiful heavens, 
and in plaintive accents demands: Is there, then, 
no deliverance from this falling^back into nothing^ 
Must this conscious being cease? — ^this reasoning 
thinking power, — and stop its action, and these warn 
affections, their delightful movements? Must this 
eye close in an endless night, and this heart fall back 

upon everlasting insensibility? O, thou cloudless 

sun, and ye far distant stars, in all your joumeyings 
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jn light, have je discoyered no bleaaed inteUigeiice 
who called jou into being, lit up your fires, marked 
your orbits, wheels you in your courses j around whom 
ye roll, and whose praises ye silently celebrate! Are 
ye empty worlds and desolate, the sport of chance; 
or like our sad earth, are ye peopled wiih inhab- 
itants, waked up to a brief existence, and hurried 
reluctantly, from an almost untasted being back to 
nothing? O that there were a God, who made you, 
greater than ye all, whose being in yours we might 
see, whpse intelligence we might admire, whose 
will we might obey, and whose goodness we might 
adore! — Such . except^ where guilt seeks anni- 
hilation as the choice of evils, is the unperverted^ 
univerRal longing after God and immortaUty. 

2. There is no evidence that there is not a self- 
existent eternal mind, who is the creator and provi- 
dential and moral governor of the universe. Some- 
thing it is admitted must have been eternal — ^And 
it may as well be self-existent mind as self-existent 
matter. It is as easy to conceive of a mind self-ex- 
istent and eternal, which shall systematize the uni- 
verse, as of a self-existent eternal systematized mate- 
rial system. That which exists without beginning 
and without cause, cannot be reasoned about, and 
may be one thing, as well as another. It may as 
well be believed that there is a self-eidstent volun- 
tary mind, as thatthere is a self-existent organized 
universe. 

3. The evidence of the existence of a self-exis- 
tent mind is as gi:eat as it would be if what we behold 
were in fact the product and evidence of such an 
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existence. The only eiddence of inyisible intelligent 
mind is the manifestation of design; and the onlj 
evidence of design is the adaptation of means to 
ends, in such a manner as cannot be accounted for 
hy accident, without the absurdity of supposing ef- 
fects without a cause. 

But now if there were a God who spread abroad 
these heavens and laid the foundations of the earth, 
and balanced the solar system, and sent his handy 
workmanship from its stupendous developement, in 
guiding great events down through all the grada- 
tions and departments of nature, to the confines of 
the minuteness of nothing, he could not, by the 
adaptation of means to ends, more clearly or fully 
declare his eternal power and godhead. Every page 
is covered and crowded with plans and their execu- 
tion. If design then is evidence of a designer — ^we 
might exclaim whither shall we go from thy presence? 

4. The supposition that all these indicaticms of 
design are the results of the unthinking undesigning 
energies of nature, involves the contradiction of sup- 
posing an endless series of effects without a cause ;. 
for though nature might be supposed to move 
without thought, uniform and all-pervading design 
is a kind of movement to be accounted for only from 
mind. You might as well account for the existence 
of change without cause, as for uniform and univer- 
sal design without mind. Design without intelligence 
is therefore an effect without a cause; and therefore 
a universal conatus of nature cannot be the cause 
of the order, and beauty, and design which meet 
the eye on every page of nature^s book. 
f2 
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5. There are no facts which go to prove the exis- 
tence of design without a designer. 

The instinct of the bee does indeed produce her 
mathematically constructed dwelling; but that in- 
Btinct itself demands or it indicates an , intelligent 
cause: for no one will suppose that the bee haa stu- 
died mathematical figures, or that unguided by mind, 
they would grow up under her instinctive industry. 

The affinities of matter, which unite particles in 
mathematical forms, is admitted to indicate design ; 
but as matter itself does not think, it indicates the 
arrangement of a mind not its own* 

6. The validity of design, as evidence of an in- 
telligent designer, is universally admitted in respect 
to man. 

It is admitted that man is a rational, intelligent, 
voluntary being acting by design. But the only 
evidence of it is contained in his works. Blot out 
evidence of design and you throw over mind the 
veil of idiocy. The evidence of an intelUgent 
mind in man, contained in the evidence of design in 
his works, is conclusive. 

No one has hardihood to examine cities, manufac- 
tories, farms, turnpikes^ steamboats, railroads, book- 
stores, fleets and armies, and deny to man the visita- 
tions of reason. But the only difference in the argu- 
ment, as'applied to men and to God, is the extent 
and complication of a universal design, above the 
narrow limits of human intellect. 

We only add that the evidence of the being of a 
•supreme intelligent mind, from universal design, is 
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not the resali of multiplied probabilities; but Is a 
strict demonstration of the being of God* 

That no effect can exist witiiout a cause, is a 
sel^vident propositiolu That design, produced by 
undesigniBg causes, is an efiect without a cause, is 
equally self-erident; and that universal design indi- 
cates a universal designer as clearly as human design 
indicates a limited designer; and that the universal 
dedgner, whose plans pervade the universe, is the 
self^xistent, eternal, almighty mind, who moves and 
governs alL 

The folly of Political Atheism consists in the 
reversing of all this reasoning — ^In teaching that 
etkcis may exist without a cause, and universal 
design without a deagnen The existence of a 
watch, proves the existence of an intelligent mind; 
but the mechanism of the universe proves nothing. 

It happened unexplained, and came without cause, 
fr(Hn chaos, into order and beauty. The conjec- 
tures concerning the progress of this great accident, 
are various. One only can be given; but this, 
though short, is full of wonders. 

Sometime ago, after chaos and old night had 
reigned undisturbed from eternity, and matter had 
fermented, and tossed, and rolled into almost infinite 
forms, it happened to fall, for the first time, into just 
those relations which constituted the volcanic power; 
when, in a moment, an explosion took place, loud as 
ten thousand thunders, which sent out innumerable 
suns, flying in fusion through space, streaming athwart 
the darkness their baleful light, till they stopped and 
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became fixed stars in the glorious firmament above. 
But they carried in their bosom the sad accidents 
which gaye them birth; and new throes ensued, 
sending out around them comets, and planets, and 
satellites, all moving in elliptic orbits, with aritiimeti- 
cal accuracy, so that for ages past, and for ages to 
come, the almanac discloses their movements with 
as exact accuracy as the clock tells of time. What 
chance it was which checked their flight, and by a 
resolution of force, wheeled tiiem round in their 
elliptic career— or why, the centripetal power ex- 
hausted, they did not fall back, with accelerated 
momentum, into the horrible crater whence they 
sprung — or where that mass may be, which could 
furnish matter, of which to make the universe, and 
sustain the reaction of sending it out; that mighty 
cannon, whose shot 'are suns, and worlds; our phi- 
losophers liave not yet discovered. But so it hap- 
pened — they were exploded, and as yet they have 
not fallen back. 

And now, leaving the suns, and orbs, and other 
systems, we decend to trace the history of our own 
mother earth, whom we meet reeking from her 
recent explosion, her waves of fire tossing and 
raging; which as' they cooled, crusted and stood 
upright as aft heap, and became the perpetual 
hills and everlasting mountains. The weightier 
masses sunk downward, towards the centre, with 
lighter and lighter deposits above, leaving the crust 
when pulverized, for fallow ground and harvests. 

As yet, however, the earth was without fonn. 
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and Toid^ and a hideoaa nakedness spread <nrer 
its late bulling soi&oe. When, strange to tell, 
grass, and trees, sprai^ ap and began to omap 
ment the hills and carpet the valleys — and hard 
on the. footsteps of this wonder, trod another; the 
waters teemed with organic hfe, which lashed with 
oar the pliant wave, and sported in the deep; — 
and suddenly ihe hills sent down to the yallejs, 
and the yalleys sent back to ike hills, the bleating 
of flocks and herds; while the groves sent forth 
the joyous notes of birds and insects. All these, 
in grand concert, burst out upon the sil^ice of 
nature, and all, as they needed, waited on al- 
mighty ehsmce, who gave them their meat in due 
season. 

The organi2ati<m of this delisted choir, was such 
afi demanded respiratiop, and the flowing of a warm 
blood, for ^riiich an elastic atmosphere was needed; 
and it happened, as the earth cooled and consoli- 
dated, that several gases escaped from confinement, 
so exactly of the same specific gravity, and blessed 
with such social and firiendly dispositions, that they 
agreed to exist in partnership, and to surround the 
earth, and most benevolently to volunteer their aid 
for respiration. Each, alone, deadly to life, but 
united, its sustaining power. 

Tins world of breathing animation, rose up with 
optics— camera obscura in the head, to pencil inside 
the images of objects without. When, lo, the orb 
of day, when he fled from bis heated prison, forgot 
not in his panic to take with him stores of light, 
manufactured for immediate use, which ever since, 
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he has been pooring out unexhausted, in manrelloas 
abundance. light, so dexterously compounded of 
seven colors, as to be colorless, and well adapted to 
the purposes of vision. 

But amid this exuberance of animated being, tiiere 
was not a man to till the ground or admire the beau- 
ties of nature. Behold then another wonder — ^the 
fortuitous concourse of atoms, before the earth so 
cooled as to stop fermentation, produced a human 
skeleton; around which, with kind affinity, came the 
sinews and the muscles, and took their place. The 
lungs for breathing, and the arteries and veins to 
carry around the vital fluid, offered their aid, and 
were accepted* The nervous system — semi-animal, 
semi-spiritual — ^took its middle place, as arbitrator be- 
tween the soul and the body. And to cover what 
otherwise had been unsightly, kind nature provided 
a blanket, and with kind sympathy threw its velvet 
covering over the whole. The eye, too, lit itself up 
accidentally, just at the moment it was wanted, and 
the socket stood excavated for its reception, and the 
mucus warm to make it easy, and the ligament to 
tie it in. The mouth, opened at the right time to 
prevent suffocation, and in the right place for speech, 
and ornamented with double rows of ivory for mas- 
tication. While nature's self, with pencil dipped in 
the colours of heaven, stood by, well pleased to put 
upon her beauteous workmanship, the finish of the 
sparkling eye, and rosy cheek, and ruby lip. All 
this, however, had constituted only a beauteous ani- 
mal, but for the glorious accident of a machine for 
thinking, which happened to pass that way, and 
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consented to stop a little^ and make an experiment 
of its powers in the upper department of this mar- 
veUons product of chance. It took its place^ and 
sinrung the pendulum^ and has contmued to go^ with 
Borprising accuracy, though latterlj, in some instan- 
ces, it has seemed to be out of order and to stand 
in need of some little rectification in respect to its 
reasoning powers. 
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9 TIMOTHY, III. 1— 7, 

rata know also, that in thk last days pbulods tucks srall 
cwmk: fob ken shall bk lqvxks of thkie own sKLvis, cove- 
tous, 90ASTKSS, FEOUD, BLASTHEMBBS, DOOBBDIENT TO FABENTS, 
UNTHANKFUL, UNHOLY, WITHOUT NATUBAL AFFECTION, TBUOE- 
BBKAKKB8, FALBK AOCUSKBS, INOOMTINKNT, FIKBCX, OESFISBBS OF 
THOSE THAT ABE OOOD, TBAIT0B8, HEADY, HIGH-MINDED, LOTBBS 
OF PLBASUBE8 MOBE THAN LOVEBS OF OOD; HAYINO A FOBH OF 
OODUNKSS, BUT DBNYINO THK FOWKB THXBBOF: FBOM SUCH TUBN 
AWAY. FOB OF THIS 80BT ABE THEY WHICH CBEEP INTO HOUSES^ 
AND LEAD CAPTIVE SILLY WOVEN LADEN WPTH BINS, LED AWAY 
WITH DIYEBS LUSTS ; EVEB LEABNINO, AND NXYEB ABLE TO COMB 
TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE TBI^TH. 

Such are tbe men whose assault upon Chris- 
tiamty was predicted 1800 years ago, ana fulfilled 
by the atheistiG conspiracy in France against the 
being and government of God. The result terrified 
the world, and sent tbe experimentalists howling 
out of time, or crying to the rocks and the mouiv^ 
tains to fall upon them. 

Recently, the disciples of this sdiool, infortel 
and indigenoujs, having recovered 6saa their panics 
G 73 
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wish to repeat their experiment upon our repub- 
lican institutions. For even here the conjunction 
of circumstances is not right. Religion and law, 
those ulcers of the body politic, remain; and need 
to be excoriated, that healthfiil atheistic liberty may, 
in its deeds of glory, rival all the past achieve- 
ments of earth and heaven. It is not my puqH>6e 
to insinuate that all men who are sceptical, or who 
are deists, or that even all who may doubt or disbe* 
lieve the being of a God, have a distinct partici- 
pation in the views and pl^s of political atheists; 
or are debased by the loathsome profligacy which 
characterizes generally the real adepts in this cixt- 
sade against human and divine institutions. There 
are many whom the influence of Christianity has 
kept back from presumptuous sins, and who^ by 
their past habits aad existing alliances, would be 
withheld from an attempt to turn the world 
upside down; and I am not surprised at the incre- 
dulity expressed by some, as to the realitjr of a 
conspiracy in our land, against the being of God, 
and our civil, and social, and religious institutions. 

I can only say that in Boston and New York, 
Philadelphia and Baltimore, and through New 
England and the middle states, Hbeir organizatioa 
Ytna as open and as well known as that of Chris- 
tian churches, and no formal proof was needed. 
At the time these lectures were delivered, their 
plans were avowed in &eir books, and tracts, and 
newspapers, and inculcated in their temples of reaaoa^ 
discussed in their inreekly meetings, and threatened 
as an achievement which was near, even at the 
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door. It was boasted that in Boston tbere wer# 
six hoBdred men on iheir side, ready to pledge 
their property for the propagation of iheir princi- 
ples. And they actually petitioned the legisla- 
tore fbr the charter of a coUege to be estab- 
lished under their auspices. Of this combination 
man^ were young men, whose perversion extended 
sorrow and alarm through the city, and created 
for a time that kind of febrile action which pre- 
cedes contempt of law and insurrection. About 
this time the female apostle of atheistic liberty 
visited the city, and her lectures were thronged 
not only by men, but even by females of respec- 
table standing. And the effects of these lectures 
on such listeners, was not the mere gratification 
of curiosity. She made her converts, and that 
too not among the low and the vicious alone. 
Females of education and refinement — ^females of 
respectable standing in society — those who had 
been the friends and associates of my own chil- 
dren—were numbered and are now among her 
votaries, and advocate her sentiments. 

In New York the effects of such efforts were 
still greater. Under the imposing tide of ^the 
working men,'' the campaign was opened at the 
polls, and the Atheistic ticket came near to 
fiucceeding. About the same time, a society of 
philanthropists published a report on the miser- 
able condition of abandoned females in the city, 
which produced a public meeting, attended by 
such high threats and furious denunciations, and 
emanations of atheistic hberty, and indications of 
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jpopular fury as threatened to supersede the pro- 
tection of law, and to expose men of selfdenying 
benevolence to personal violence. 

Such also for a time was the influence of the 
invidious distinction between working men and 
others, and of the infidel trumpet-call to all the 
envious and vicious poor, that to iny centain 
knowledge, serious apprehension was felt by the 
most judicious and sagacious men, and measures 
were adopted to balance these invidious associa^ 
tions of working men, by other associaticms, of 
correct principles, and thus to paralyze their power; 
and by lyceums, and libraries, and public lectures, 
to draw the youthful population of our cities 
from such pernicious influence to th§ paths of 
real science and virtue. It was as a humble 
efibrt in this countervailing movement, that these 
lectures were condposed and deUvered, in which, 
at the time, no one supposed that the writer did 
^o fight as one that beateth the air." 

The unholy alliance has I doubt not felt the 
results of these various efforts, in the reaction of 
a virtuous public sentiment and has been 
abashed. But they are not disbanded — ^they have 
not abandoned their object. Their books, and tracts, 
and newspapers are still at work, and they are 
waiting only the recurrence of such a moral 
atmosphere as may favor the bursting out of the 
contagion with new virulence and powaas. 

It is the testimony of the female champion of 
atheistic liberty, whose opportunity to feel the 
pulse of moral evil in the nation was unequalled. 
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and whose epiritrAtining eloquence was well calca- , 
loted to apply tbe torch to the concealed train, that •' 
atheistical education must and will come either bj 
public Buffirage'or by revolution. 

I wish it however to be understood, that it 
is not so much the power of this <»*ganization, 
as to its numerical force, or even its influence at 
the polls directly, that is to be feared, as its effect 
in creating and extending a poisonous leaven, which 
gradually and silently, but really and effectually 
shaHl undermine the faith and moral principle of 
the nation and prepare society for dissolution;—- 
which, in some eventful crisis may suspend the 
attraction of the divine government, and cut the 
cords which bind us together as a nation. 

Their numbers, however, are not to be despised,-— 
including tfiose who are intelligently committed, 
and those whose hearts and habits of evil so 
sympathize with them, as to fall into and swell the 
channel of their river by a natural affinity and 
a copious flood. Were all whom their designs 
and a coincidence of favoring circumstances might 
bring under their influence drawn out, it would 
develop a terrific numerical and physical power. 
The wisdom of God is in nothing more conspic- 
uous than in the maintenance of his cause against 
vast majorities often of infuriated opposition, by 
keeping back the bad affinities from an organized 
concentration. 

It is the tendency then of political atheism to 

prostrate our republican institutions, which I am to ^ 

illustrate in this lecture — ^the tendency to stimulate 
g2 
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and augment the powers of evil, and to suspend 
the restraimng action of the divine government, 
until self-government becomes impossible, and rev- 
olution and anarchj follow, and a despotic govern* 
ment closes the scene. 

And whether man be regarded as a mere 
machine, and motive as acting on mechanical 
principles; or whether he be considered as a 
free, accountable, immortal mind, — ^acting under 
the responsibilities of eternity; political atheism 
must differ in its results immensely from Chris* 
tianity, and its influence be most baleful: — 
for if it is by motive, as a mechanical power, 
that it moves to good and deters from evil, what 
is the motive of a momentary being, to an exis-. 
tence without end? A drop to the ocean--— an 
atom to the universe. But if mind is voluntary 
and accountable in its action, and motive is the 
good or evil associated by a divine constitution with 
holiness or sin, through endless ages, then is the 
power of the divine government proportioned to 
the strength of desire for good and aversion to 
evil, and to the magnitude, and certainty, and 
duration of its rewards and its ^penalties — ^atheism 
then lets out a race of famished, infuriated ani- 
mals, goaded by instinct, and unrestrained by 
prospective hopes and fears, to rend and devour, 
and destroy, and be destroyed, as one class of 
insects sweeps away another. How can a republic 
of such animals be sustained — which no eye of 
God inspects — ^no law restrains — ^upon which no 
hope of eternity dawns, and no fear darkens? 
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The necettity of intelligence and virtue to the 
perpetuity of republican liberty is as real as it is 
proyerbial. Despotism may coerce the obedience 
of dark ferocious mind against inclination, and lay 
its heavy hand upon the boiling wrath within. But in 
republics public sentiment will rule; and what will 
that public sentiment be which emanates from the 
heart of man, unchastened by the hopes and fears 
of eternity, and undirected by coercive human 
laws, and unhumanized by the kind affinities of 
the family, and unstimulated to industry by the 
charm of personal acquisition, possession, and en* 
joyment? Naked, ferocious, human nature, con- 
glomerated and condensed, in respect to all its 
tendencies to evil. Rivers do not more copiously 
and irresistibly bear onward their burthen to the 
ocean, or the rock, loosed from the clifi^ with 
more certain desolation thunder down the preci- 
pice, than man tempted and unrestrained, rushes 
on to dissipation and ruin. 

All governments originate in the necessities of 
self-defence against the violent evil propensities 
of man. Walled cities, armies, navies, and notes 
and bonds, and prisons and death, are memo- 
rials indicative of the indomitable propensity of 
man to evil. It is but a Uttle too which law can 
preserve and protect from ingenious fraud, or 
successful violence. It has no sleepless omniscient 
eye, no omnipresent, omnipotent arm. Such 
delinquents only can be punished, as can be 
arrested and convicted by a regular process of 
evidence. A government is needed to corroborato 
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the public laws of men, which can Wk in upon 
the heart and intimidate and stifle tihe young 
desire of evil — ^which can rouse up fear about 
the path of guilt— and tranquillize the madness of 
the heart. 

Pagan legidators felt the necessitj of such 
aid — and bad as were the characters of their fictii* 
tious divinities, the sanctions of their religion 
were a blessing compared with tho philosophy of 
Epicurus, which turned off from the world the 
inspection of the Gods, and the retributions of the 
future state. Its prevalence in Greece caused her 
downfall and in the Roman empire was followed 
by the extinction of Roman patriotism, and by 
that eqervating voluptuousness, which under- 
mined the republic and introduced the despo- 
tism of the Caesars. It was an era of mad 
ambition and revolution, and proscription, and 
blood — a political earthquake, from which the 
republic nemer recovered, and whose agitations 
ceased not, till she sought repose in the calm of 
despotism. Among the Jews, the reign of the same 
philosophy was to morals, what the reign of the 
plague is in a great city-— every thing good died 
in its pestilent atmosphere, while all which was evil 
grew rank jand abundant. 

There never has been but one government pro* 
fessedly atheistic. The National Assembly of IPVance, 
^ in the commencement of the revolution, appointed 
a committee to inquire and report whether there 
were or ought to be a God; and the committee 
reported, that there could be no liberty on earth 
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wliile there was believed to be a God in Heaven; and 
that there is no God; and that death is an eternal 
sleep. The assemblj adopted the report, abolished 
the Sabbath, burnt the Bible, instituted the decade, 
and ordained the worship of the Goddess of liberty, 
in the person of a vile woman. But the conse- 
quences were too terrible to be endured: it con- 
verted the most polished nation of Europe into a 
nation of fieiids and furies, and the theatre of '-volup- 
tuous refinement into a stall of blood. T)ie mighty 
mind, who governs the universe — ^whose being they 
had denied, whose word they had burnt, whose 
worship they had abolished, whose protection they 
denied, and whose wrath they defied — ^withdrew 
his protection, and gave them up; and with the 
ferocity of famished tigers, they fastened on each 
other's throats, and commenced the work of death; 
Ull quickly few were left alive to tell the tale of 
wo. And yet this dreadful experiment these men 
would repeat upon us. The entire corroborating 
action of the government of God, with all its 
satellite institutions, they would abolish, to let out 
upon society, in wrath without mixture and 
without measure, the impatient depravity of man. 

The family — ^the foundation of the political edi- 
fice, the methodizer of the world's business, and 
the mainspring of its industry — ^they would demol- 
ish. The family — ^the sanctuary of the pure and 
warm affections, where the helpless find protec- 
tion, — ^the wretched, sympathy, — and the wayward, 
undying affection, while parental hearts live to 
love, and pray, and forgive, — ^ihey would disband 
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ftnd desecrate- The family— that school of indel- 
ible early impressioD, and of unextinguished afieo- 
tion — ^ihat verdant spot in life's dreary waste, about 
which memory lingers — ^that centre of attraction, 
which holds back the heady and high-minded, and 
whose c<Mrds bring out of the vortex the ship- 
wrecked mariner, after the last strand of eveiy 
other cable is parted — ^these potitical Yandals 
would dismantle. The fire on its altars they would 
put out; the cold hand of death they would place 
on the warm beatings of its heart — to substitute 
the vagrancy of desire, the rage of lust, and the 
solitude, and disease, and desolation, which follow the 
footsteps of unregulated nature exhausted by excess. 

The possession of the soil in fee simple, which to 
industry is like ihe action of the sun to the move- 
ments of the heavenly bodies, they would ex- 
change for the common field — ^where men perform 
their tasks, and receive their rations, and eat, 
and drink, and sleep, and die — while infancy is 
committed to the tender mercies of state nurse- 
ries in which, during the experiment, in France^ 
about 9 out of 10 died — a system which, by inlaid 
ticide and disease had in half a century reduiced 
one half the population of the Sandwich Islands, 
and were it to be universal and permanent, would 
in a century nearly depopulate the earth. 

Thus would political atheism suspend the kind 
attractions of heaven upon us, and let out the 
storm of guilty passion, and by one disastrous 
wave, firom stem to stem make a clear breach 
over us — sweeping us clear of what patriots, and 
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Christians^ and heayen have done to render ns 
happj. 

It wonld unspirituaHze our souls, cut off eternity 
from our being, to bang its leaden weigbts iq>on 
the wheels of our machine, till it run down and 
stop fbreyer. It would teach us to regard accoun- 
tability as a fiction, and right and wrong as obso- 
lete terms, without use or meaning— while with 
dgnal consistency it anathematized the ministry 
of C&ist, eulogized the most abominable crimes, 
and cohered the most exalted yirtues with contempt 
and obloquy. 

The^jtntire system is constructed for the accom- 
modation of the most disgusting licentiousness, and 
produces the most fearful paroxysm of infuriated 
depravity. It reduces man ti» be the insect of a 
day, and renders murder an event of no more 
magnitude than the killing oi a fly. ^What 
is it to kill a man?" said on^ of these athe- 
istic philosophers, while the work of death 
was going on, and the blood was flowing from 
the guillotine as from an inexhaustible fountain. 
^Qnly just to change tSie direction of a few oun- 
ces of blood;" and so, in the progress of the revo- 
lution which they contrived and let out upon the 
world, they changed, in about 5,000,000 of instan- 
ces, the direction of a few ounces of blood» 

But more than sufficient has been said to estab- 
lish the Vandal tendency of political atheism upon 
our republican institutions. If the iron govern- 
ments of Europe, justified by age, custom, power, 
and the sanctions of eternity perverted, to sustain 
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tiiem, could not stand, how shall we of yesterday 
escape, should the action of the same haleful cause 
be concentrated upon us? To us it would be like 
the falling of the dam, and the desolation of the 
unobstructed flood — ^like the extinction of the orb 
of day — like the suspension of gravity^ and the 
reign of chaos. 

It is not so difficult, however, to convince you of 
die tendencies of political atheism, as it is to 
awaken any suitable apprehension of any real dan- 
ger from the concentrated, indefatigable, and 
extended action of these men — ^the very enormity 
of the system tending to inspire incredulity. Bad 
indeed, you are prepared to say, is the system — 
blasphemous — detestable — ^butwhat can such men 
do— mere visionaries, fools, and madmen? No 
doabt this testimony is true. But if you possessed 
indubitable evidence of a conspiracy formed to 
bum the good city of Cincinnati, composed only of 
visionaries, fools, and madmen, would you sell 
your engines and disband your fire-companies, 
and go to. sleep because there were no honest 
and sober men among them? Who is better 
qualified than visionaries and madmen to scatter 
firebrands, arrows, and death? 

But surely the absurdity of the system must be 
its antidote. 

Alas! Does the history of the world prove ^t 
absurdity is an efficacious antidote to error? What 
absurdities can be conceived greater than men have 
swallowed in all ages? They are not delicate about 
the dose, provided its lethoan power puts conscience 
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to sleep and reconciles impnnitfr with crime* 
But the system can never prevail. It contains 
the elements of its own destruction. It would 
depopulate the world* I know it; but millions 
in the meantime may perish, as millions in France 
did perish in the making of the abortive experi- 
ment. The pbilosophists of France believed and 
taught that the emptying of the earth of one 
entire generation would be a cheap price for the 
achievement of atheistic liberty; and they sac- 
rificed hecatombs, and at last discovered that athe- 
ism leads to despotism and not to liberty. 

But in our country these philosophers are, to 
be sure, weak, misguided, and visionary; yet they 
are not ferocious, but mild, polite, well-meaning, 
honest mien. And so, with few exceptions, they 
were in France, till blood began to flow — and 
then, like the tame lion who has tasted blood, 
they were furies; — ^while from morning till night, 
and from night to morning, the guillotine groaned 
with its labor, and wore off its edge in its bloody 
work. There is no ferocity which is equal to 
that which prevails where the madness of liceur 
tious liberty predominates, and the fear of God, 
and the protection of law ^, in the presence of 
an atheistic mob. 

But in this country it is not proposed to revo- 
lutionize by force, but by public sentiment, till it 
dudl speak out at the polls. And so they pro- 
posed to do in France, and drew some honest 
men' into tiieir alliance. But when the crevice 
was opened it ran blood instead of water; and 
H 
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fhoagh to open it were eaqr, to dose it ewpaised 
their power* 

But the people of this countiy are^ tod e»» 
lightened ever to become liie dupes of* sooh 
foUj. 

No doubt of it) if they will consent to opmi 
tbeir eyes upon the menacing evil, and to con^^ 
centrate upon it the withering power of puUie 
indignation and stem resistance. But who can 
say that an oi^anized band^ winding tiicir^daidk 
way, and watching their opportunity in soioe eTeml^ 
fill crisis of national peril, may not^ in evil powery 
fidl on a moment wh^i a sparic nparn the teain 
may be irretrl^rable min? And. who would trust 
good-natured, visionary incendiariea aibout the mag^ 
azine? And who would sleep over such a inaiet 

Bat thdr numbers are too small,. and tiieir i»* 
fluence too contemptible to justify afpreheniiett» 

Tbe ttnmiMir! of' vieioas, upq^rintdpled, andr 9am 
bitiioafl, and desperate, and recUesB nMu, of: 
whose iiduenoe^ through varieos bad affinittea^* 
they lajight, avail themselves, is not small. AnA 
sc^Hcispi is! Q»w< the epidemic ; of ^ w«iM, as 
sai^imtition waa iu) tbe daife: ages^.and ifr^uid«r 
(be (momi oSiiii^' Qbti Peter tho< faerasit fltirittd 
up a crusade for the cross, it ougfattto teopetaien^ 
based, that, imder tb^ other- efUemki YoHnile, 
wjljk cQual cetenui^' aad ' power, .siirred - upr^ancroN 
sado a|W8t»iti, 

A. republic wJMse oenstttuenl^ aaae inteHigasccr 
aiid..vidptaei^.a0bni> the most peifectiamdifaen.oCi 
human SQf^ietF; b^t it is Umi most deUsalMv^ »A 
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c^HUplex, and perilous in its construction, and dif« 
ficult of preserration, and facile of destruction; 
and when it foils, there is no chaos so dark and 
dreadful as the anarchy which follows. Well 
might the angel sent down to announce die plagues 
of Feyolution, cry with a loud voice thrice reit- 
erated, «Wo, wo, wo to the inhabitants of the 
earth!" Of all the materials which God has made, 
mind, no doubt, is the most powerful; and in its 
disordered state, the most ungovernable and ter- 
rible — for though in great masses, and under nuld 
and efficient snpetvision, . like the mirror surface 
of the ocean in a calm, it reflects back upon the 
heavens the images of ite beauty, in a moment, 
dmuld these safe-guards fail, ^e breath of some 
pestilent wind may rave over it, and wreck the 
treasures which are freighted on its bosom. The 
cloud, as a man's hapd, then, ought to be w&tched, 
and every individual with dark lantern wend- 
ing his secret way to the magazine, should be 
stopped and interrogated. 

It is not, then, by a numerical majoritjr at the 
polls only, that this atheistic conspiracy may de- 
stroy us. They may create a pestilent atmos- 
phere, and send out moral contagion, and blow 
blasting and mildew from between their shriveled 
lips. They may poison the fountains, and fever the 
heart, and madden the brain of the nation. 
They may suspend on the mass of minds those 
moral attractions of heaven, without which society 
will dissolve as organic matter ^ould, should the 
attraction of gravity and cohesion cease. Let the 
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belief and feeling of accoantability fail from the 
public mind, and poverty, and envy, and ambi- 
tion, and lust, be summoned to a crusade against 
religion, and purity, and property, and law, and 
how long would the police of our cities protect us? 
How soon would the laws of the land be cob* 
webs, and crime roll over us its wave of deso* 
lation, as once the waters of the flood swept 
over the earth! 

I am not an alarmist, to proclaim danger wben 
there is none, nor a false prophet to conceal it 
when it approaches. 1 trust that my country will 
live and rise to a glorious immortality* But if 
she should fall on evil times, and be mined — 
while the fires of her burning ascend, and the 
fragments o( her wreck are passing by, and the 
chains of her sons going to captivity are riveting, 
I intend to be able to retain the consolation of 
Hector amid the ruins of burning Troy: 

' .. .' . ' ' 

'*Si Peigama deitia T: 

Ocfoidi poBBent, etiam hac defensa fiussenu" 

The relations of the divine government to repub> 
lican institutions — ^the absolute necessity of an all- 
pervading moral influence, and the certain direful 
consequences of an exclusively prevalent leaven of 
infidelity, are, I am persuaded, but imperfectly, 
and to a very limited extent, understood. It is 
my purpose to give the subject a thorough discus- 
sion, as associated with the open avowed purpose 
of a class of men, to set aside utterly the govern- 
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ment of God^ and the existence of marriage, o^ 
separate propertj, and the influence of all our 
political institntioDS. 

Li^t the adaptation of the means to Hie end be well 
considered. Tracts, and lectures, and paragraphs, 
and treatises, addressed to all the principles of human 
discontent and insubordination, which have ren- 
dered it difficult to protect life and property, and 
maintain the peace and order of society. Recog- 
nising their miserj— ^sympathising with them in their 
wrongs, and inflaming by argument and by ridicule 
their envy, and pride, and rage. Tracts filled with 
specious cavils, and popular sophistry, and under- 
mining scepticism, eradicating conscience and prin* 
ciple, and inspiring ridicule and' blasphemy, and 
tlie most unlimited licentiousness, directed especi- 
ally to the uninformed, and unevangeli^ portion 
of our population in city and country, on the farm 
and in the work-shop and manufactory. Swarming, 
like the frogs of Egypt, from the centre to the 
circumference of our land. Designed and emi- 
nently calculated to divide society against itself, 
by fostering invidious distinctions between the 
laboring and intellectual classes, and the rela- 
tively poor and the rich — exhibiting industrf , and 
separate property, and virtue, as offences against 
society, and poverty and vice as the result only 
or religion, and laws, and persecution, till the 
physical power, misdirected and infuriated, shall 
turn that impatient energy against the institutions 
of liberty, which in Europe was turned against 

the feudal system, and thrones, and despotism. 
h2 
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Let not &e result of these means and of false 
security be forgotten, in oyertuming one of the 
strongest goyemments in Europe, with, fewer means 
and greater hindrances than attend their experi- 
ment here. 

When Voltaire boasted that he was tired of 
hearing it said that twelve men overturned idola- 
try and established the Christian religion, and that 
he would prove that one man was sufficient to 
expel it from the world, he knew that his infidel 
clubs were organized and concocting the poison 
which books, and tracts, and plays, and every 
species of publication, were circulating through 
every artery and vein of a great empire* He 
saw the leaven fermenting — ^the fever rising — ^and 
the unquiet earth heaving. But while the maga- 
zines of wo were filling, the nation slept* While 
the storm was coming on, those who raised it 
were despised. **What can they do?" said the 
king, in the majesty of his power. "What can 
they do?" said the nobility which guarded the 
throne. " Chimerical, contemptible, what can they 
do^' said the bishops, ^^ against us, who hold the 
conscience of the nation by the power of habit 
and the* terrors of eternity?" To them it was 
no more alarming than the mild cloud of even- 
ing. But soon it blackened the heavens, and 
poured down desolatiop. The mining to the 
ear of false confidence was as the ticking of a 
clock beneath the surface, till in a moment it 
became the voice of mighty thunderings. The 
same results from the same causes had come to 
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pass in England, had not the sagacidos Pitt, 
warned by the fate of his neighbors, consented 
to take counsel of his fears, and prepare a resist- 
ing power, and to his foresight and firmness, the 
civilized world owes its exemption from the over- 
whelming scoui^e of atheistic revolution. 

3. There is no trait in the character of man 
more surprising than his infatuated insensibility 
to the danger of moral causes. 

With the natural world we can make him 
acquainted, and lead him to foresee the evil, and 
hide himself; while, upon the moral world, he 
opens his vacant eye, from generation to generar 
tion, uninstructed and unwarned. Its laws are as 
obvious, its causes of evil as deadly and as uni- 
form in individuals, families, cities and nations; and 
still while the host of evil is mustering, and aug- 
menting, and moving on to their work of ruin, 
he cries peace, and ridicules those who talk of 
danger. All nations have been let down from 
the high tone of early vigor and correct princi- 
ple, by the outcry against bigotry, and severity, 
and needless scrupulosity; and by good natured, 
simpering, liberal, careless, fool-hardy se^^urity in 
going down stream. It was thus the Epicurean 
philosophy unharnessed the loins and quenched the 
courage, and divided the counsels of patriotic Greece. 
The same infection extended to Rome, and touched 
with death the iron sinews and proud heart of 
that vast empire. Among the Jews it was saying 
to the seers, see not, and to the prophets, pro- 
phesy not unto us right things, prophesy smoother 
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fliings — ^prophesj deceits — ^which prepaced the w%y 
for that unparalleled moral corruption which 
ended in the destruction of their city, aad the 
dUpersioa of their nation. 

The same process as the natural result of age^ 
and wealth, and voluptuousness, has begun aflsong 
ourselves. 

The energetic virtue of our Puritan ancestry, 
while we refuse not the blessings it has sent down 
to us, and which, with a less elastic tone had 
never reached us, we are beginning to make the 
subject of apology and the butt of ridicule. From 
generation to generation the threadbare story is 
going down, they were too strict — while every 
son who, in religion and moral rectitude, resemr 
bles his Puritan sire, is made the subject of chari- 
table outcry and patriotic suspicion, , that fae is 
plotting against the liberties of his country. 

Now what have these banded Goths and Van- 
dals to do but to sing our own songs over their 
cups, and repeat our own stale jests, and jom us 
in unharnessing the nation from virtuous restraint, 
by loading with ridicule, suspicion, and obloquy, 
those who know that righteousness exaltefh a 
nation, while jin is the reproach of any people. 
If a foreign army of half a million should in- 
vade us, the danger would be small, for the effort 
would correspond with the exigency. But when 
an order of men are systematically mustering and 
marshalling, and applying those moral causes 
which, in all ages, have been more potent in the 
dissolution of nations than fleets and armies, — 
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how 18 it diat tfaooe who fear Iheir power are 
deemed enthusiasts, and chained with the designs 
they would arerty while smiling, thoughtless, 
reckless, good natured men, who cry peace, are 
regarded as the overflowings of charity and wis- 
dom? But it is a charity which in all ages has 
dug the grave of liberty, and a wisdom which 
has buried deep the best interests of man. 

If we look at the power of small organized 
bodies acting systematically and perseveringly upon 
improvident and unorganized masses, we may learn 
not to despise this atheistic fraternity. 

The alertness and perseverance which charac- 
terize minorities in evil, is as proverbial as the 
phlegmatic indolence and security of majorities on 
the side of virtue and order-^-commonly the one 
gains and the other loses, till the majority chaor 
ges sides. In all republics, also, the gravitating 
tendencies of evil unaided are powerful. All dema- 
gogues flatter the vices of the community, and all 
who practice licentiousness, and live by its pat- 
ronage, are open-mouthed for liberty, and infuri- 
ated against bigots. What, then, have these men 
to do but to row downward with the tide? 

In every political movement also, the unprincipled 
have the advantage over the principled and sober, 
in their unlimited variety of means. These con- 
siderations, without organized treason, tolerated 
by our abounding charity, made the fathers of 
the revolution tremble before the constitution was 
formed, whose administration, though auspicious 
has not allayed the apprehensions of our wisest 
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aad best men. Is it not an infatuated seearity^ 
then, which refuses to fear, and cries peace, when 
an organized association of men, wise to do evil, 
and aided by the immemorial downward tenden* 
cies of human nature, are directing their most 
powerful assaults on our most vulnerable and un- 
protected points* 

Consider, also, with how much greater ease so* 
cieiy maj be undermined and destroyed, than or- 
ganized and built up. 

Slowly and reluctantly does human nature rise 
from ignorance, and sloth, and animalism — and 
many hands, and constant effort is required to 
raise and hold up the sluggish mass, while a single 
hand may suffice to cut the cord, and let it thun- 
der back upon destruction* A well tuned orches- 
tra, and a harmonious choir, demand science and 
skill, while a fool can put the instruments out of 
tune and send out notes of discord. To raise 
the garden to its highest state of culture, taste 
and beauty combine the experience of genera- 
tions. But a herd of swine may root it all up 
in a day. 

It must not be forgotten, peither, in this com- 
parison of forces, that for the destruction of our 
institutions, the bad passions only of our nature 
are needed in a field where the seed are tbick 
sown spontaneously, and the vegetation is rapid, 
and rank, and the harvest abundant, and without 
culture. No bibles are needed, nor sanctuaries, 
nor laws, nor courts, nor sabbaths, nor ministers 
of evil to prevent the extinction, and secure the 
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continuance of selfishness, and pride, and enry, 
and Goyetonsness, and ambition, and firaud, and 
sloth, and inebriation, and revenge, while all 
possible influence of reyelation, and law, and 
schools, and families and religious institutions 
can scarcely keep down the intnisiye weeds, and 
give space and nutrition to the plants of Tirtue. — 
What a compact, then, is that in which the enemies 
of our republican institutions have only to aid the 
vices which flourish spontaneously, and strangle the 
sickly exotics, which our utmost care can scarcely 
keep alive. 



LECTURE V. 



PERILS OF ATHEISM 

TO 

THE NATION. 



3 PETER, III. a, 4 

KHOWim THB FimtTy THAT TIUEB SHALL OOUK IN TBI LAffT DATS 

sooFFns, WAUcnfo avtxe thbir own lusts, and satino, wbs&b 
IS ths fkomu of his comNo? FOK siNci thk fathkis fell 

A8LBBF, ALL THINOS OONTINaS AS THBT WIEK F&OM THB BBOIN- 
NINQ OF THB CBBATION. 

Thb persons described in this passage, denied 
the providence of God, as the administration of 
a moral goyemment, bj rewards and pimishments, 
and disserted the indiscriminating empire of the 
laws of nature. From the uniformitj of his pro- 
vidential goyemment, they inferred that no intel- 
ligent moral goyemment existed. They were 
scoffers at Grod and religion, walking after their 
own Ittsts. They are a particular development 
of wickedness in Hie last time — ^the gospel dift- 
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pensation. Their appearance commenced early, 
and in modem days has come out in ample deso- 
lation. 
We have given some account of! this class of 

men in modem Europe, and have entered upon 
the consideration of their efforts in this country. 

It is proposed in this lecture, to illustrate in 
continuation, the perils of the entire system of 
scepticism, organized and unorganized, which goes 
to suspend the action of the government of God, 
and the influence of Christianity upon this na- 
tion; and 

1. The extent of our country renders the effi- 
cient supervision of our laws impossible, without 
a vigorous all-pervading tone of intelligence and 
moral principle. Our interests' are, in fact, one; 
but our vision is limited, and our information im- 
perfect, and our selfishness, and pride, and pas- 
sion are grea% and impatient of self-denial, and 
contradiction; and misinformation, and jealousy, 
and local prejudice are of spontaneous growth, 
and, with the sinister culture of reckless ambi- 
ti<»i, of rampant vegetation. 

When, tiierefore, we ccMisider the vigor of our 
national intellect — ^the freedom of our habits— the 
self-will and self-sixfficiency of . our 4>epublican 
character"— our boundless enterprise, our corrapt- 
ing abundance, and voluptuous dissipation, and 
fractious impatience of rebuke or control — is ibis 
a nation, so fearfully and wonderfuify iiia4le9 
and so eminently ttted for self^destractioii, to say 
unto God, <^ depart from us, for we desive not 
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the knowledge of thy wajsf ' and to Christ, ^< let 
us alone, thou Jesus of Nazareth, for trhat have 
we to do with thee?" 

Our danger is greatly augmented if we consider, 
moreover, that beside the collisions of indiyiduals, 
with law and order, some of our most perilous 
movements are the conflicts of independent states — 
of mightj nations, condensed for particular pur- 
poses into one nation, by the individual suffrage of 
the entire people; and that often one half the 
nation is roused in furious political strife, to coun* 
teract the desires of „ the other hal£ 

Now, what motives of human origin and appli- 
cation can extend. their all-pervading and efficient < 
control over such a mass of mind^ so diversified 
by circumstances^ and so delicately, and cony- 
plexly, and slenderly allied, and so infuriated 
often by passion, pride, and discontent? 

Who but God can speak efficaciously to the 
waves of such an unquiet sea? What but the 
omnipotent attractions of his glory, and the sanc- 
tions of his eternal government, and the tran- 
quillizing influence of his gospel upon renovated 
mind, can bring and hold such discordant and 
powerful materials in prosperous social alliance? 
These atheists might as well form a project to 
annihilate the sun, and hold the material uni- 
verse together by cobwebs instead of his attrac- 
tions, as to withdraw from masses of depraved 
mind the moral influence of his government and the 
institutions of Christianity. 

It was with the utmost difficulty that our union 
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was formed. Nothing but an urgent neceasitj, 
and wisdom) and pradence, and patience, and con- 
descension, and confidence in God, and his pro- 
tection and blessing, saved us. When our num- 
bers were small, our extent limited, our capital, 
and credit, and enterprise in embiyo; and at an 
age of relative purity of morals, and before the 
agitations of party spirit assumed their fiery as- 
pect, and terrific power, tiie . patriots whom nar 
ture and the revolution had made great, and in- 
vested with unlimited influence, found it extremely 
difficult to achieve the compromise that, made us 
one. And when it was done, it was with trem- 
bling that the patriot navigators, with Washing- 
ton at the helm, launched forth upon the untried 
deep; and though, as jetj we have not foundered, 
not one of the patriot band have died in fiill 
and certain hope. Nor is the danger past. Dark 
clouds environ our horizon now, and rocks and 
quicksands are about our way. Our ablest cap- 
tains, who in ordinaiy times conceal their fears, 
open their eyes and tell us that there are breakers, 
and a stiff wind, and a lee shore, and that they 
cannot be answerable for the safety of the ship. 
That she will weather the stdrm they hope, but 
fear that in evil hour she may strike or founder. 
The concussions of party spirit now, are not the 
healthful conflicts of jealous liberty, but the par- 
oxysms of envy, and desperate ambition, and deadly 
hate— not the breath of zephyrs, and the gentie 
undulations of the lake, to prevent stagnation; 
but the perilous commotion of powerful elements. 
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What) then, in such a crisis, mi^t not be anti- , 
cipated, jshould a band of these political experi- 
menters get on board, and gain the hehn, on 
purpose to wreck the ship, to re-construct from 
its fragments another of better model, and to be 
nayigated under better auspices, — ^to throw over- 
board compass, quadrant, and chart, and put out the 
sun to stieer by conjecture and the stars? What 
if they are chimerical, and honest? How many 
misguided men aboard does it require to wreck 
a ship in a storm? 

The unexampled power and prosperity of our 
nation, does but ampUfy, and hasten, and render 
more inevitable the causes of our ruin, without 
the corresponding moral influence of the govern- 
ment of God. 

Steam has, indeed, annihilated time and dis- 
tance, and canals and rail roads have exalted the 
valleys, and brought down the mountains; and 
mechanism,' by its abbreviations of labor, is re- 
laxing the curse on beast and man, and multiply- 
ing a hundred fold the products of human labor. 

But if other republics, on their little territo- 
ries, and in their dilatory course, accumulated* the 
means of effeminacy and ruin in a few genera- 
tions, how swiftly must our sun roll up to its 
meridian, to set among the clouds generated by 
the decomposition of our rank abundance! 

Nor let us confide presumptuously in the suf- . 

ficiency of a national education. For though 

ignorance may destroy us, knowledge alone 

cannot save. Knowledge is, indeed, power; but 

i2 
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it 18 power to kill as well as to make aliye, as 
it is wielded by the madness of the heart, or 
bj moral principle. The men who terrified tiie 
world by their crimes, did not lack mental cul- 
ture. 

It is the heart which governs the intellect, and 
not the intellect which govems the heart; and it 
is by the education of the national heart, in the 
first principles of the government of God, and 
the guidance of the national will, by the hopes 
and fears of eternity, added to the sanctions of 
.time, that we can undergird the ship, and secure 
to her a safe passage and quiet moorings. 

3. The very greatness of our liberty is its most 
terrific attribute, in the presence of organized 
licentiousness and demoralization. 

In a despotic government, force may protect us, 
where public sentiment is too corrupt to secure the 
execution of the laws. But in a republic it is not so. 
There, when public sentiment falters, the laws 
have no power; and then, first anarchy, and next 
despotism ensues. The genius of our government, 
and the competitions of party have introduced 
universal sufirage. The door is wide open to all 
who are bom, and to all who immigrate, and 
cannot be shut. We must live by universal suf- 
frage or perish. If we can imbue with knowl- 
edge and virtue the mass, we shall live; but if 
irreligion and profligacy predominate, sure as the 
march of time, we fail. Such mobs among us, as 
in England they play with as the lion would 
play with the kid, would destroy us. Force enough 
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to quell them, would, in the hand of an ambitioas 
demagogue, be force enough to enslave us* Oun 
must be a self-government or despotism. Such a 
nation as this must be greatly free, or crushed 
by tibe most rigorous despotism that ever extorted 
groans from sujflfering humanity. Do any exult 
in our safety, |ind bid defiance to disaster, be- 
cause we are now so free, and so powerful? — 
The. inconstant ocean might as well exult in 
her momentary tranquillity, because her waves 
are above control; when it is the very circum- 
stance of their freedom and indomitable power 
which gives to the atmosphere such power upon 
the fluid mass. 

Twice, in France, the physical power has gained 
the ascendency over law; and by the last vic- 
tory, the discovery has been made, that to patri- 
ots, cities are fortresses, and pavements munitions. 
This is one of the most glorious and dread- 
ful discoveries of modem days — glorious in its 
ultimate results, in the emancipation of the world, 
but dreadful in those intervening revolutions which 
power may achieve in the conquest of liberty, 
without corresponding intelligence and virtue for 
its permanent preservation. 

The conquest of liberty is not difficult — ^the 
question is, where to put it— with whom to entrust 
it. If to the multitude whd achieved it, it be 
committed, it will perish by anarchy. .If national 
guards are employed for its defence, the bayo- 
nets which protect it are at any moment able 
to destroy- it for a military despotism. If to a 
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republican king it be entrosted, it wiU have to 
be regulated bj state policy, and fed on bread 
and water, until the action of ber heart, and the 
movement of her tongue, and the power of her 
arm, as under the deadly incubus, shall cease* 
There is not in this wide world a safe Dsroscr 

FOR LIBERTY, HVT THE HEARTS OF ^ATRJOTS, SO EH- 
LIOHTENBD, AS TO BE ABLE TO JUDGE OF OORBEGT 
LEGISLATION, AND SO PATIENT AND DISINTERESTED, AS 
TO PRACTICE SELF-DENIAL, AND SELF-GOTERNlkENT, FOB 
THE PUBLIC GOOD. . . 

But can such a state of society be found and 
maintained - without the bible, and the institutions 
of Christianity? Did a condition of unperverted 
liberty, uninspired by Christianity, ever bless the 
world through any considerable, period of dura- 
tion? The power of a favoring clime, and the 
force of genius, did thrust up from the dead level 
of monotonous despotism, the republics of Greece 
to a temporary liberty; but it was a patent model 
only, compared with such a nation as this; smd 
it was partial, and capricious, and of short durar 
tion, and rendered illustrious rathei" by the darkness 
which preceded and followed, than by the benign 
influence of its own beams. 

Certainly it is Christianity which, in this coun- 
try, rocked the cradle of our liberties, defended 
our youth, and brought us up to manhood. And 
it has been proved that under her auspices three 
millions and twelve millions of people may be 
protected and governed. But that twenty, fifty, 
or a hundred millions can, without a* vast aug- 
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mentation of her moral power over mind, has 
not been proved — ^while all past analogies, and all 
present circumstances of our nation announce that 
christianitj is ouf best hope, and that without it 
our destruction does not slumber. 

During all past ages, the vast majority of the 
human familj, unblest hy revelation, . have been 
idolaters and slaves; and at the present time, all 
nations upon whom the sun of righteoasness has 
not arisen, are in deep darkness, and are crushed 
by a grievous despotism. DayUght is not more 
uniformly found in the track of the sun, than civil 
liberty is found in the track of Christianity, and 
despotism in its absence* 

The problem then to be settled by this young 
but mighty nation, is this — can a sufficient intel* 
lectual illumination be combined with a sufficient . 
power of moral purity, to create and peipetuate 
a predominant and efficacious public sentiment in 
favor of a correct morality, and efficient law for 
the protection of virtue, and the punishment of 
crime? If this can be achieved, the nation will 
be the safe depository of liberty for ever. The 
heart of this mighty, people will be its abiding 
sanctuary, dnd the arm of this nation, uncorrupt 
and undebased, will, under God, be its everlast- 
ing protection; and we shall be the greatest, hap- 
piest nation that ever lived. Violence shall not 
be heard in our land, nor wasting and destruc- 
tion within our borders. Our walls will be sal- 
vation, and our gates will be praise. Our sun will 
not go down, nor our moon wane. The;. Lord 
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will be our unsetting sun, and our. God will be 
our glorjr. 

We fhall not appreciate the danger of axt or- 
ganized effort against our civil and religious institu- 
tions, without considering the various bad affinities of 
our depraved nature, upon which they may easily 
act, and bring them into unconscious subserviency 
to their purpose. 

It cannot be denied that human nature lusteth 
to envy. No passions in man are more powerful 
than selfishness, and pride, and inordinate desire 
and discont^it. These were the origin of the 
contest between the patricians and plebeians in 
Rome, which continually agitated, and at J^igth 
destroyed the republic. It is a distinction in 
society inseparable from the diverse capacities, 
characters, habits, and employments of men in 
the different departments of labor, which are ii^ 
dispensable to the most elevated possible ccHidi- 
tion of society* It exists in every republic, and 
no doubt it is a constitution of things inseparable 
from the intelligent perfect society of the uni-* 
verse. 

But it is a constitution of providence against 
which rebellion has rolled its most furious tide; 
and especially, as the inequality of conditions is 
aggravated by crime among uninformed masses, 
goaded by suffering, and reckless of principle, it 
constitutes a most malignant and terrific physi- 
cal power, looking up with green eyed envy upon 
all the happy fruits <>f virtue, and knowledge 
and industry in the orders of society above. 
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None who hare not moved throagh this moral 
atmosphere, and watched the eye, and noted the 
significant tones of complaint, and moyements of 
suhdued but bitter feeling, can conceive what a 
magazine lies under the foundations of all which 
is valuable to man. 

This jealousj of the higher orders of society 
is especially powerful against the rich — it is almost 
like the* ceaseless burning of heated iron. There is 
pervading the entire class of relative poverty a strong 
feeling of dissatisfaction, as if they were injured, 
and as if the rich were the aggressors, and were 
revelling on the spoils which had been wrested 
from them. 

The various forms of dishonesty, and pecula- 
tion, and fraud, and violence, are but so many 
symptomatic indications of the impatient violence 
which, but for the strong arm of the law, would 
break out in one levelling prostration of all which 
art, and industry and science have reared up« 

With the constant admonition, that this state of 
feeling is wrong — ^that inequality of condition is 
inseparable from the best possible c<Histitution of 
society — ^that its miseries are adventitious, from 
the perversion of heaven's wisdom and gooineasj 
yet without intellectual perversion — ^with the imdep- 
standing and conscience armed against such feel- 
ings — ^with the omniscient eye of God on the 
heart, and his voice reiterating, be still, and IoolOW 
that I am God — ^with his sword drawn, and his 
lightnings at hand, and his thunderings uttering 
their voices, and all the retributi<Mis of tifne 
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and eternity impending^ it is as much as can be 
done to- prevent explosion, and revolution, and 
more than is done to protect life^ and liberty, and 
properly. // , . .. 

The constancy of peculation in trade — ^the inge- 
nuity of swindlers, and pick-pockets — ^the dexterity 
of theft — ^the violence of robbery, and the increas- 
ing recklessness of mui'der, show what, as the 
government of God falls back, is rising up and 
rushing in upon us-^show that the mountain is 
unquiet, and that these doctrines of atheistic level- 
ing liberty, are like so many sparks falling upon 
a train already prepared for an explosion, and 
waiting only for the moment of ignition. 

Who that has to deal with property, and 
those who covet, does not know the strong 
fever which bums beneath the restraints of 
law? How much would any man well versed 
in the ways of men, give for his outstanding 
debts, of which he could produce no evidence, or 
which the laws su3tained by executive power could 
not collect? The relations of civilized society, 
and separate property, could not exist an hour 
after public sentiment, and the physical power h^d 
ceased to sustain the laws. 

Let this pestilent philosophy, then, augment the 
moral obliquity of the lower classes of society, by ad- 
ding the sanction of principle to their perverted, 
impatient, alienated feeling. Let private property 
and inequality of condition be stigmatized a$ an artifi- 
cial condition, — ^the work of priests anxi lawyers — 
of church and state— a vile civil and ecclesiastical 



PBBIL8 OF ATHBI8M. 109 

aristocracy. Let the laws be traduced as systems of 
organized injustice, and vile persecution; and the 
soothing accents of sympathy and hope be breathed 
upon the ear of sufiering humanity by these dear 
lovers of the people. Let them inculcate on every 
heart the people^s wrongs, and their own mag- 
nanimous sympathy. Let their voice be heard 
without — at the comers of the streets — at the chief 
places of concourse — at the opening of the gates, 
and in all the places of strong drink and inebria- 
tion, and sinks of pollution, and infamy, and 
wo— ascribing their sufferings to priestcraft, and 
property, and marriage, and virtue, and law. 
Let them flatter the multitude for yirtues which 
they do not possess, and eulogize as virtues 
their rank crimes — ^putting light for darkness, 
and darkness for light Let them praise one 
another, and denounce all whose concord with 
them does not promise aid to their project Let 
them bargain their suffrage to ambitious dema- 
gogues, who care not by what ladder they rise 
or what is demolished, provided they ascend — 
upon condition that one good turn shall be re- 
paid by another — ^until by collusion, and the con- 
centration of evil forces, they gain the bal- 
ance in some closely contested election^ with a 
sufficient mass of corrupt propensity, and evil 
daring, and infatuated madness, to seize the mo- 
ment to let out their experiment. Then, indeed, 
itJSSiS^ be but for a moment But that moment 
to our spar^ downfedl of liberty, and the overturn- 
attention, ieai^M. K 
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ings of revol0tioii, and tbe infuriated pouiu^ 4Mit 
of blood. It will be but a moment, and the indig- 
nation will have paaied over; but 13c€ die inunda- 
tion, it will find a paradise, and leave behind it an 
utter desolation. 

If yon think that such a crisis cannot come 
on our country, you have not studied tiie 
constitution of society, tbe character of man, the 
past history of moral causes, or the ^sting signfi 
of the times. You have not read the glowing 
pages of specious argument, of powerful eloquence, 
of spirit-stirring indignation — pouring adventitioiis 
action upon the fever of the brain, and the madr 
ness of the heart. • 

Hear these Gatilines harangue their troops, in 
the 500,000 grogshops of the nation — ^tfae tem- 
ples and inspiration of atheistic worship: — ^Cjom- 
rades, patriots, friends,—- The time has come* Long 
have you sujBTered, and deeply, and in all sorts of 
ways. Property has been denied you, that others 
might roll in splendor; and toil imposed, that they 
might inherit ease; and poverty inflicted, that they 
might be blessed with more than heart could wish; 
and to add ignominy to fraud, and persecution to 
insult, your names are caat out as evil. You snatch 
the crumbs from their table, nnd they call it steal- 
ing. The momentary alleviation of your woes by 
stimulus, drunkenness; and your intercourse as 
freebom animak, >is branded with outlawry and 
burning shame; and all this by that intolerant g[^ 
tocraoy of wealth, TeUgion and law. a ^ J/j 
miserable, and you are oppre8sedj|^/^^^^g^ 
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in jour gwb hand the power of redress. Those 
splendid dwellings, and glittering equipages— tiiose 
cultivated farms and cattle on a thousand hills — 
those bams, bursting oat with aU manner of plenty 
"-those Yoittptuous cities, and stores, crowded with 
oQerchandize — and boati and ships, transporting 
wealth — and those banks and Taolts of gold are 
yours* You are the people — numbers are with 
you— votes are with you. Rise, freemen — ^rise — 
to the polls — ^to the poUs**-and all is yours." - 

It is true this leveling system would destroy 
the industry of the world. It would augment the 
number, and aggravate the poverty of the poor, 
as it would expel the arts, banish commerce, stop 
the plough, /tnd shut up the work-^op, and send 
back the ruined race to skins, and bows and 
aiTOws. But what is all this to a shortHsighted, 
infiiriated population, who know only that they 
are miserable, and feel that all above them is invidi- 
ous-distinction and crime; and that to rise, it is 
only neceteary to grasp the pillars of society, 
and puU it down? Is there no treasm in breath- 
ing such doctrines upon Ae ear of discontented 
millions? It is throwing firebrands into a maga- 
zine. 

The numbers to whom these men and their 
doctrines have access, are not duly considered by 
those who think that there is no danger. To 
the uninformed population of our cities, and me<* 
chanical and manufacturing establishments, as well as 
to our sparse frontier settlements, they pay a sedulous 
attention, teaching inebriation, and lust, and im- 



113 FBRILS OF ATHEISM. 

pietj, by caricature and fhe eye, as well as by 
the ear. 

To all the vicious, incensed by the outlawry 
of public sentiment, they send the tokens of their 
sympathy, the manuals of their instruction, and 
the trumpet-call to action, with unfaltering confi- 
dence of their aid. 

Upon all the wretched young men, whom pleas- 
ure has seduced from the right way, and stung 
to madness and desperation by loss of character 
and blighted hopes, such as Catiline drew after 
him to overthrow the liberties of Rome, they may 
calculate, without danger of deception. 

While the covetous, who live, by the vices of the 
community, and fear that we are going too fast, 
without intending the extremities, which conie, 
may aid to bring them on beyond retrieve. 

Nominal believers, from great aversion to the 
accountabilities of an endless government, and 
punishment, may, from repulsion on the one 
hand, and sympathetic attractions on the other, 
be made more than neutral, while the forces are 
collecting, and the conflict is coming on. 

And all who regard the bible as a dangerous 
book for popular use, might aid the common eflbrt 
of restricting its circulation, and putting down 
ri^ denominations — ^intending only their own ben- 
efit, but unable as the crisis rolled on, to stop 
Ae overpowering evil. 

The direct and indirect influence, then, of this poi- 
sonous leaven, industriously propagated, and favored 
by human nature, and the multiplied coinciden- 
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ces of character, interest, and circiunstancet can- 
not be small, or be safety despised* 

But if to this onward movement of concen- 
trated power, you add the systematic effort 
which is making to break down the moral resis- 
tances of the community, and to open an unob- 
structed admission to the flood, our soUcitude may 
well increase. 

The natural course of business end pleasure, in 
its bearings upon the sabbath, is sufficiently ap- 
palling. This day is, no doubt, the great oi^n 
of the divine administration. It is of little conse- 
quence whether men disbelieve the existence of 
God, or forget his character and laws, and authority. 
But separate from the sabbath and social worship, 
no efficacious means exist for the religious instruction 
of mankind; and the cessation of die sabbath is the 
abolition of the government of God as really as 
could be efiected by the disbelief of hii being. 

But this dreadful work of obliteration, unplan- 
ned and undesigned, is going on as fast almost 
as a&eism could desire. The stream of commerce 
on our seacoast is now swelled by die streams 
of dissipation which pour out from our cities, as 
firom ineidiaustible fountains, and by the streams 
of business, private and national, which hold on 
their unchecked and augmenting career^^while our 
inland seas, and canals, and our stages, and the 
«team-boat8, and the railroads, in all directions, 
seem to vie with each other in their aU-perva- 
ding and lengthened career of sabbath day vio- 
lation. Alas! the whole nation se^ns to be on 
k2 
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the sabbath in a state of migration^ and never 
in one stay — ^the sanctuary empty, and every 
sts^e, and boat, and tavern full. Who can arrest 
and instract this mass of vagrant migrating mind 
— and who train up the children of iihe na- 
tion, abandoned to ignorance and irreligion? Could 
the nation be intellectually educated, were all 
its instructers, and all its pupils driving about on 
wheels and boats, in hours consecrated to study? 
And can the nation be instructed in the gov- 
ernment of God, and its own relative duties and 
responsibilities, by the way side, or on the canal, 
or the lake — ^running unceasingly the race of 
business and pleasure? Assuredly this mighty, na- 
tion cannot be compelled by law to stop and 
consecrate the sabbath to the great and benev- 
olent ends of its institution. But it is equally 
certain, that if it will not voluntarily pause, and 
do homage to the wisdom and benevolence of 
God, by a spontaneous rest for purposes of religious 
education, and moral culture, the nation is undone. 
Europe never will be qualified for liberty until she 
keeps her sabbaths in • a better manner; and this 
happy nation will not long possess any thing to 
be envied above the kingdoms of Europe, after 
the influence of her sabbaths has passed away. 

But as if the fates did not turn the spindle fast 
enough which unrolls our destiny, and lets us down, 
these conspirators, aided inconsiderately by mul- 
titudes, who know not their purpose, are turning a 
systematic jealousy upon the sabbath and its friends. 
The observance of it, by our fathers and our- 
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selves, in the only way in which its great designs 
can be answered, is ridiculed; onr solicitade for 
its preservation stigmatized as sainted hypocrisy; 
our meek supplications and reasonings against its 
legalized violation, adduced as pregnant evidence 
of conspiracy against our country's liberty. 

Great efforts are made also to inspire with jeal- 
ousy, and to play off against one another, the 
great christian denominations of our land — ^to ren- 
der our resistance impotent, and tibe very name 
of christian odious. 

While they were few and feeble, they were 
despised; but theii" multiplication has inspired alarm, 
and no hope remains but to divide and conquer. 
Infidels behold with terror the great denominations 
assimilating in evangelical feeling and effort; and 
they know that the consummation of confidence 
and love among us would be death to their hopes. 
But apprised — ^too well apprised of the infir- 
mities of good .men, and how open their ears are 
to suspicion — ^how much faster false accusation 
flies than detection follows; and that lies repeated 
produce on millions the odium which might justly 
attach to the reality^ they cease not from their 
whisperings and false accusations. They are aware 
how envy qpens the ear to detraction, and guards 
it against Ae evidence of integrity, by listless 
inattention, or a jealous scrutiny. They ap- 
preciate fiilly the credulity of men, and the 
power of a terrified imagination; which, the 
more it looks into darkness, and the less it can 
see, the more it believes that it swarms with gor- 
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gons, hydras, and ehimeras dire. They know how 
tenacious we all are of civil and religions liberty^ 
and that nothing would sooner cover a denomi- 
nation with infamy than to attempt its own 
aggrandizement on the ruin of other denom- 
inations. And with these elements in view, 
they seem to have surveyed their ground, and 
staked their cause on the prospect of sowing 
discord among brethren, by rumors and false accu- 
sation. 

Their plan is evidently to play off their axtil* 
lery first upon one denomination, flattering the 
rest, till the first may be humbled; t^e next most 
feared and hated is to take its tiim, and be bat- 
tered down — giving to the most tame^irited^ and 
abject, the privilege of being eaten up the last. 

A furious infidel demagogue, not long since, was 
pouring out his heated invective against the pres- 
byterians. A gentleman present said to him, — 
** why do you single out the presbyterians? Other 
denominations preach the same doctrines, and have 
revivals, and propagate the bible, tracts, and mis- 
sions.'' The answer was, "one at a time. We 
will dispose of the rest when we have taken 
care of you.'* 

The union of church and state by one, or by 
all denominatimis, is the most foolish, baseless cal- 
umny which was ever uttered. There never was 
an enterprise more opposed to all the feelings of 
all the citizens of the United States, nurtured 
firwn their infency in the principles of liberty, 
and no progect could be conceived more abso* 
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lutely impossible, or which would concentrate such 
an overwhelming tide of public sentiment against 
it. There is, however, one union of church and 
state which is possible, and to which the eyes 
of the community may well be directed. It is 
the offered alliance of political men in power, 
with one or another rival denomination, sought 
for purposes of ambition, or by a tottering 
administration, to sustain its brief authority, or to 
perpetuate its power. 

It is in this way only that the church ever was 
united with the state. The church never sought 
the alliance-^never conspired, and never achieved 
any such union of the state. The 'state has 
always sought the alliance of the church, and in 
republics the danger is not less of this kind of 
tampering and corruption than in monarchies. It 
is true that public sentiment would not long 
endure it, and the favored denomination would be 
corrupted and ruined by the foul embrace, as 
the church in this alliance always has been. Yet 
the thought is foil of terror, that the time may 
ever come when unprincipled men, to paralyze 
the influence of Christianity, and perpetuate their 
own bad eminence, shall be able to marshal with 
jealousy and hate, the great denominations of our 
land, one against another. For so mighty are 
they, and so forious are ecclesiastical politics, that 
the conflict would be like the battle of angels — 
opening infernal artillery . on tiie one side, and 
heaping mountains on their foes on the other. 
But mark my words: there will never be a union 
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»( church and state in ifaiB nation, unless it be 
one ivhich is sought hy infidels in poirer, to per^ 
petnate their own ascendency — and it will com- 
mence in persecution, and end in civil war. 

There is one device more put into operation 
bj the atheistic fratemity, vfhiGh, in ingenuity 
on their part, and credulity on the part of 
others, surpasses all which has been witnessed in 
modem days. 

It is the device of making the performance of 
our christian duties, and the exercise of our reli- 
gious hberty, evidence of conspiracy against lib- 
erty; and the most beneficent and indispensable 
efforts to perpetuate our republican institutions ev- 
idence of treason. It is reduced to a certainty 
that civil government cannot administer the moral 
influence which is needed to difiuse and perpet- 
uate moral principle and virtue through ihe na- 
tion; and that a vast effort of spontaneous benev- 
olence must be made to rescue our nation firom 
barbarian ignorance and fiendish depravity* This 
auspicious work the several christian denominap 
tions are attempting with praiseworthy diligence, 
by efforts to educate a competent ministry, to 
multiply the bible, to distribute tracts, to send 
out and sustain missionaries^ and build churches 
and bring our wandering millions under evangeli- 
cal instruction. 

And what do we hear but the outcry of a 
conspiracy to unite church and state t And these 
are the items of the evidence against us: we 
have a Bible Society, sustained by all denomina- 
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tiong, and haue attemfited to mpplj erety fiunily 
in the aatton iri& bible»-^aiid this is one evi- 
dence <^ treason* 

We have a Sabbath Schod Union, in which 
a million of children are taught to read and un- 
derstand the bible; and sabbath school libraries 
are springing up over the land — and this is an* 
other evidence of treason* An American Tract 
Society, to send out to every door, over city and 
land)i. fragments of knowledge, which, by larger 
book and libraries, would never be sent-~-littIe 
portions of the bread of hfe, till the main 
supply can come up; and what do we hear 
but "conspiracy! conspiracy!" And our tracts 
are held up, and shaken in our faces, as evidence 
to strike* us dumb* Yes, we have the auda- 
city, in day light, to print and give away 
tracts. Time would fail me to menticm all the 
logical evidences of our guilt of this sort, with 
the publication and repetition of which the bra- 
zen throat of the lying trump of fame has been 
worn smooth and polished, or to describe the 
apparitions and frights which have danced in dis- 
turbed imaginations, over the land like the 
gambols of witches in days of yore. 

Truly, it would be very convenient to an invar 
ding army, coming to take away our liberty, to 
fill the country with panic fear of their own 
soldiers, and to need no o&er evidence to confirm 
distrust, bxit to refer to tbeir rifles, and bayonets, 
and excellent discipline, and ample munitions; 
and yet, such, and only such are the jproofs by 
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which atheists would propagate the alarm of chmch 
and state union* But the weapons of our war- 
fare are not carnal, whatever theirs may be, 
but spiritual — amoral — the weapons of truth and 
reason, and fervent prayer, and universal ac« 
tion. We mean by the moral influence of 
Christianity to save both atheists and ourselves 
from ruin; and in what better, or other way, can 
we do it, than to be instant in season, and out 
of season, to spread the bible, and circulate tracts^ 
and multiply ministers and missionaries, to preach 
the gospel? And yet it is this exercise of our 
rights, and performance oif our republican and 
christian duties — doing just such things to pro- 
mote christianitj and civil liberty, as our accu- 
sers are doing to secure its destruction, which ihey 
take up and propagate as evidence of treasons^ 
ble designs. 

But, by such evidence, what may not be 
proved? I can prove most conclusively, that the 
farmers and manufacturers, merchants ^d me- 
chanics, of this city, have formed a terrible conspi- 
acy to bum us 2JI up. Is it not notorious that the 
farmers are collecting hay all summer, a very com- 
bustible material, which all the fall and winter they 
are bringing in and stowing away in certain places 
in the dtyl What can this be. for, if it is not to 
set the city on fire? 

Then, the manufacturers are pouring in, and 
crowding our stores with cotton goods, a most 
combustible material, reserved, no doubt, against ' 
the day of conflagration. What else can they 
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be intended for? And then, we are credibly in- 
formed, by men wbo have been eye witnesses of 
the fact, that there are hundreds of places in 
this city, where day and night men are employed 
in making shavings, which, added to the hay and 
cotton, would make a most horrible conflagration — 
and what else can they possibly make them for? 
And as if this were not enough to bum us up, our 
steam boats are continually bringing in tar, and 
pitch, and turpentine, whose flames water cannot 
quench* And then there is a number of banks, 
with great deep, dark vaults, filled with money, 
half as much as the Bible Society has stowed away 
to buy up for slaves the people of the United States. 
What else can the banks want money for, but to 
buy these materials to bum up the city? And we 
are credibly informed, that nearly every great city 
in the land is in the same perilous condition. 
Do you not think we had better put out the lights 
and ring the bells? — -just as much cause for it as 
to ring the tocsin of alarm about church and 
state conspiracy, to take away our libe?rties. 

The bearing of these false accusations on the 
population of our great cities, is especially ter- 
rific; for to the multitude who believe them, they 
are, in their exasperating influence, the same as 
if the pious part of the nation were attempting 
to enslave them, and are calculated to rouse up in 
self-defence, those infiiriated movements whick 
shall bid defiance to law, and with the pave- 
ments of the streets batter down our institutions* 

In monarchical governments, the poBtical influx- 
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cnce of cities is a match for the throne. Twice 
has France been reyolutionized, and Europe sha- 
ken by the good city of Paris; and London, had 
not the reform bill passed, had probably revolu- 
tionized England. In our own country, our cities 
wield no small portion of the poUtical power of 
the nation — ^they are the depositories of the 
national capital — ^the channels of intercourse, the 
concentration of intellect, and enterprise, and 
physical power, which, if not bound to good be- 
haviour by the fear of God, and an unperverted 
public sentiment, no police can govern, no troops 
control. There, also, are those magazines o'f 
wo, reserved for the day of vengeance; made up 
of ignorance, improvidence, and crime, and infu- 
riated envy and wretchedness— at the disposal of 
irreligious and ambitious men. 

It is a problem yet to be solved, whether, 
under a republican government, and within the 
reach of a perverted and profligate sufifrage, the 
police of our cities can be permanently invested 
with power sufficient to execute the laws for the 
protection of life, and liberty, and property. By 
an all pervading intellectual and moral cultare, 
it can be done; but without an efficient, con- 
stant, successful effi>rt on this point, the floods of 
desolation will burst out and roll over us. The 
evangeHzation, or demoralization of our cities, may 
be the pivot on which our own, and the world's 
destiny will turn. 

With respect to the remedy for political athe* 
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ism, a few fhings, before we close, may properly 
be said. 

It is perfectly evident that we must not rely 
chiefly on legal protection and municipal reg- 
ulations. This would be to perpetuate the mis- 
take — ^to reap the. disappointment of all past 
ages. The experiment of governing mind by 
force, has been thoroughly made, and found 
abortive. The providence of God is eman- 
cipating mind, with reference to its ultimate uni- 
versal government, by intelligence, and moral influ- 
ence, and public sentiment, acting under the gui- 
dance of heaven, and the sanctions of eternity. 

Laws need not, cannot be dispensed with* But 
exclusive reliance on them would inevitably be fatal. 
Their benign eflicacy depends on a state of pre- 
paration, preceding their action — ^upon a moral 
culture and discipline — ^upon correct views, habits 
and feelings, and an unperverted, powerful, pub- 
lic sentiment; without which, Xerxes might as 
well chastise and chain the Hellespont, as laws 
control an undisciplined, turbulent community. 

Particularly must all penal laws against atheism, 
and infideliiy, and heresy be forever impotent; 
fi>r free inquiry is the birth-right, and the duty 
of man, and the only condition of all pervading 
truth, and intelligent self-government. In this age 
of universal action, men will think; and the more 
obstructions you multiply, the more will the ob- 
structed tide rise and burst out in eccentric des- 
olation. Penalties and force will not avail to 
repress error; and if they would, their adaptation 
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b equal to repress the truth — and the perverted 
has, in all agefe, heen more frequent than the 
unpenrerted application* Laws and penalties 
have hindered more truth, and protected more 
error than all causes beside* They have been 
the citadels of error, and batteries against the 
truth. If, as incident to free inquiry, there should 
be the busy licentiousness of the press in the 
propetgation of error, it must be so — ^it is in this 
imperfect state, inseparable from civil and reli- 
gious liberty. Nothing on earth is perfect; but 
the unrestrained collision of mind with mind, is 
a lesser evil than coercive attempts at regula- 
tion, and in its results the nearest approximation 
to a perfect condition of society, of which human 
nature admits* It taxes the intellectual energies 
of the friends of Christianity and liberty, and 
brings out an energy of mind, and a blaze of 
truth, and an intensity of benevolent activity, 
which vnll in its movements produce a greater 
difiiision of correct opinion, and exalt society to a 
higher eminence than it otherwise would have 
attained, vrithout the excitement and e£fort8 
created by resistance. 

All these efforts then, at perverting the mind 
and corrupting the heart of the nation, must be 
met by argument. 

Truth is based on evidence, reason, and 
utility, while error has nothing to stand upon, 
and no weapons but sophistry for its defence, and 
if with such vantage ground the friends of trudi 
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cannot, of will not, maintain their cause, they 
ought to perish in its ruins. 

As atheism is at present the predominant type 
of the sceptical, mania, those who are set for 
the defence of the truth, and all intelligent 
men should be well versed in the whole argu* 
ment for the being of a God, and in all the 
wily and popular sophistr/ by which it is as- 
sailed. The ailment as conducted by Paley, in 
his Natural Theology, is popular, and for all 
who will read it, and are willing to be con- 
vinced, may suffice. But while the mania rages 
many will breathe the infected atmosphere, who 
have no access to this particular antidote — ^the 
remedy needs of course a minuter form and a 
wider dispersion, and demahds at present the 
more frequent agency of the pulpit, and the 
constant dropping of paragraphs in periodicals and 
newspapers, and the omnipresent instruction of 
tracts. 

In conversation also, at home and by the 
way side, it behooves the friends of truthf not 
only ecclesiastics but laymen, to be able to give 
a reason for .their christian hope, and by sound argu- 
ment to convince gainsayers — ^for the disease is 
as anti-philosophical, as it is anti-christian, and 
he is not worthy the name or the station pf a 
patriot watchman, who does not descry^ l^e ap- 
proaching evil, and set himself seri^sly to 
guard the community against its invasion. 

This nation is destined to become uni- 
versally a reading nation, and may be, by 
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timely care, guarded efficaciously against the 
follies and mischieft of political atheiists; bat care 
and effort is indispensable, for, since Iheb dis- 
comfitare by Dwight and a host of others, a 
generation has arisen, to whom their cavils are 
now new, and the answers of other days unknown^ 
The time was when Dwight ceased to preach 
upon the evidences of Christianity, so entirely had 
the mania of infidelity passed away; but, as if 
to take vengeance for past defeat, it has rushed 
by surprise upon the existing unarmed generation, 
and the battle must be fought over again, and 
probably for the last time, before that wicked 
one wUl be destroyed by the breath of his 
mouth and the brightness of his coming. 

But to meet the exigencies of the new gen- 
eration, the evidences of Christianity should be 
made familiar to the entire rising generation, 
from the pulpit, and in tracts, in popular 
familiar argument, and in little manuals formed 
for the libraries of every sabbath and common 
school. 

Especially is it important that the bible should 
be studied and explained, in all our colleges 
and elevated schools — its chronology, history^ 
geography, mental philosophy, and natural histo- 
ry; its doctrines, arguments, eloquence, poetry) 
taste, inspiration, and the elementary principle 
of its interpretation. 

The bible read and understood, is in no 
jbnger of losing its ascendency, as an inspired 
Dook, over the understanding, and the conscience. 
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and the heart* It ia ignorance of the bible^ 
which is the parent of infidelity, and gives to its 
specious arguments power over the common 
mind* A sjstem of well studied interpretation, 
would sweep awaj ereij objection, and bring 
ererjr knee to bow and every ttmgue to 
confess. 

But argument alone is not all which the pre- 
sent exigency demands. The doctrines of politi- 
cal atheists are the consummation of folly, and 
ample justice cannot be done, in defending the 
community against them, without the touch of 
irony, which shall take off their fair disguises, 
and exhibit their unsightly proportions and com- 
binations. Truth can never be made ridicu- 
lous, but by caricature. Error can never be pre- 
sented as it is, without the ludicrous; the more 
accurately and vividly you portray its elementary 
principles, the more you developeits absurdities, 
and cover it with ridicule. There is no malig- 
nity in this. The entire beauty and power 
of truth cannot be felt, but in the presence of 
the odious, and ridiculous contrast — and public 
justice demands it. If the exhibition produce 
laughter, the fault is in the thing exhibited, not in 
the exhibiter. There are principles so ridiculous 
that grave debate exalts them to a consequence 
of bad eminence, to which, otherwise, they 
could not attain; and in such case inspiration 
has directed us to answer a fool according t« 
his folly. There is, on this subject, no small 
amount of incorrect opinion and fastidious feeling 
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among good men, from not considering duly, 
the place and use, and la^vtrfulness and necesdiy 
of ridicule. All diseases do not demand the 
caustic, but there are sores that will yield to 
nothing 6lse. Ridicule is the most potent weapon 
with which Christianity is assailed, and there is 
no doubt that in its proper place, it is one of 
the most powerful weapons of discomfiture to the 
assailant, and defence to the cause. 

There is one other remedy more potent than 
all — it is the united and emphatic decision of 
public sentiment, against these irreligious and li- 
centious opinions. There is nothing which these 
marauders so much fear, of which they so 
loudly complain, as their outlawry by public 
sentiment: they call it bigotry, malignancy, in- 
. tolerance and persecution. 

The liberty they claim, is the liberty of 
thinking as they jplease, without the responsibility 
of any reacting opinion — of opening upon chris- 
tian societies and institutions, their batteries of 
invectiye, ridicule and denunciation, without the 
perils of a return fire — -the right of universal 
denunciation, with the. modest demand of univer- 
sal approbation and eulogy. But we are not so 
fond of this moral martyrdom^ and while we 
would not apply penal sanctions, God forbid that 
we should withhold the steady withering frown 
of outraged and indignant virtue — ^there is no 
other effectual resistance. Whenever the public 
discrimination between truth and error, and 
conunon sense and folly, and moral purity and 
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pollution) diall falter, so that profligate men 
shall encounter no reproving eje, and irreligious 
men no reaction of the public mind, then are 
the flood gates open, and the stream of pollution 
is rolling deep and rapid under the foundations of 
our institutions, and it will be but a moment, be- 
fore, like Babylon, thej will sink never to 
rise. 

I cannot close diis lecture without calling 
around me, in imagination, and with feelings 
of great respect and afi*ection, iht labouring 
classes of this nation, whose religious and politi* 
cal faith, these men would . subvert. 

My beloved countrymen: — ^if there is an eye 
in the universe that pities you, or a heart Ihat 
feels for yoq, or a hand stretched out for your 
protection especially — ^it is the eye, and the heart 
and the hand of heaven — it is your cause, 
that the christian revelation espouses. No 
other religion ever cared for the common 
people, ever brought them within the reach of 
instruction, or ever elevated them to intelligence 
and competence and virtue. In all Pagan, Ma- 
hometan, and Papal lands, they are in deep 
darkness and in chains, beneath grievous burthens. 
It is the bible and die sabbath, and the 
preaching of the gospel, and the schools, and 
the virtue, and the enterprise, and the equality, 
which Christianity creates, which dispels the 
darkness, and opens the prison door, and knock 
off the chains, and breaks off the yoke, and 
takes off the burdens, which have in all nations 
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and ages been the lot of persons in your condi- 
tion. 

Infidels are republicans in theory and in t<mgae, 
but not in deed and in truth. They are not your 
friends; but God is your friend. He has pre- 
dicted and projected, and will accomplish your 
elevation. Jesus Christ is youi* friend. He was 
bom of virtuous and industrious parents, in 
humble life; he performed your labours, felt your 
cares, bore in his own body your sorrows, and 
can be and is touched with the feeUng of your 
infirmities. He knows how to emancipate, and 
elevate you, and mitigate the curse which has for 
ages rested so heavily upon you. But these in- 
fidel philosophers are blind, ignorant, untaught, 
and unteachable masters; who, while they pro- 
mise you liberty, are themselves the servants of 
sin; and while they ofier to raise you, will thrust 
yott down to deeper poverty, and reckless anima- 
lism, and wretchedness. 

What nation have they ever emancipated, 
but by a revolution, more terrific than despotism^ 
What well ordered republic have they ever formed 
and maintained a single year? What community 
have they enlightened and purified? Where are fl»e 
schools and colleges, for the sons of the poor, which 
they have founded? What single family have 
they blessed with purer affections, and augmented 
industry, and domestic peace? What single 
heart have they ever made better by the ex- 
tinction of evil passions, and the nurture of benevo- 
lence? What vicious man have they reclaimed, 
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what poor man have they made rich, what 
miserahle man have they sustained by their 
philosophy, in life or in death? 

Well meaning they may be, but it is the well 
meaning of ignorant and foolish men — ^ignorant 
of the bible, ignorant of history, ignorant of 
human nature, and those moral causes which 
have always been auspicious or pernicious — ^not 
knowing what they say, or whereof they affirm. 
Reckless are they of their own and of your best 
good; wanton, rash, and desperate are they in 
their experiments; moral maniacs, more utterly 
bereft of common sense than any other class of 
men who ever set up for guides and challenged 
confidence. The evidence cannot be heightened 
of the falsehood and folly of their system. 
Should they propose a system of agriculture, 
which reversed every one of the known princi- 
ples of natural philosophy, it would not surpass 
the violence which their system does to the^ 
equally well known, and established laws of 
mind, society, and moral government. That 
righteousness, such as they despise, exalteth a 
nation, and sin, such as they eulogize, is the 
destruction of a people, is as certain as the laws 
of vision or of gravity. 

It is hard to elevate the mass, and harder to 
sustain, and none but by the help of God and 
his institutions have been able to do it. Chris- 
tianity is the world's last hope for civil liberty; 
if this will not diversify the results of national 
prosperity, then are we wifli rajnd strides maUiig 
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for the precipice, and preparing to bid a long 
farewell to all our liberty. You must reject 
these evil counsellors. You must appreciate flie 
bible, or you and yours will soon fall back into 
that state of hopeless ignorance and poverty, and 
vice, from which there is no resurrection. The 
priestcraft which has darkened and enslaved the 
world, is one which has rejected or sequestered 
the bible: not that which gave it to the common 
people, and preached the gospel to the poor. 
It is Christianity which introduces universal liberty, 
which equalizes and elevates, and it is its absence 
which puts you down. The conspiracy against 
your liberties is forming by those who would 
banish from you the day of rest, and intellectual 
and moral improvement, and doom you and your 
families to toil seven days instead of six with- 
out the least increase of remuneration. This 
it is which will unintellectualize the labouring 
classes, and throw them back into the distance 
beyond the light of hope, and the .reach of 
successful competition. If you wish to be free 
indeed, you must be virtuous, temperate, well 
instructed, with the dooi* of honor and profit 
open to you, and to your children; As ibe 
sun draws up the whole body of the ocean it 
passes over, raising the tide in the career of 
his glorious way, so will the sun of righteous- 
Bess take hold of you and your families and 
Taise them up, and bring them within the con- 
stant attraction of hope and virtue. Those who 
wish for the preservation of the sabbath, ans 
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not bigots; they do not seek a union of 
church and state; thejr seek the unextinguished 
lustre of that moral sun for your sake, wh<f 
with it will rise and without it will go down 
to where all the laboring classes of the worid 
have been, and now are — ^whom the bible and 
the sabbath have not emancipated and ele- 
vated. 

It is the agriculturists, merchants, manu&ctu* 
rers and day laborers, of the nation, who 
must decide its destiny. It is your hearts that 
must be the sanctuary of liberty; and your 
conscience that must stand sentinel, to prevent 
her perversion, and your bodies that must con- 
stitute a rampart around those holy and blessed 
institutions of heaven, which God has given to 
man in the bible — ^whose blessings our fathers 
with toil and blood put in motion, and which 
with augmenting prosperity, at every step, have 
come down and are now rolling around us 
like the waves of the sea; blessings which urge 
themselves upon us, and from which we cannot 
flee, and whose blest intrusion we cannot resist, 
but by taking counsel once more to break the 
bands of Christ, and cast away his cord» from us* 
We need not^ petition congress to spare the 
sabbath^ — ^if they do, the people can desecrate 
the sacred day — ^the people must decide, each 
man for himself and his family, whether he will 
live under the government of God, and enjoy 
its sunshine, and breathe its liberty, and be 
elevated by its power and sanctified by its pur 
M 
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lity, and blessed by its exnbeia&i, uanaiaafcered 

and iAeshauetibk blesfikigs^ or, go back to tbe 

%udDight of ignoranoBi and &e bondage of 
conraption. 
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ATTRIBUTES AND CHARACTER 



GOD. 



EXODUS XXXIV. 6^7. 

4«»THS Ii)M>PAMSD BT BSVORE HDfy AND tBOOLiJlIKD, TBI LOKD, 
THB LOU> OOD, MUtdFUL AND GBACIOUi» LONG^fUBFKEIIfO, AND 
▲BUNDAMT Df GOODN^ AND TRUTH, KKKPINO MIBOT FOB THOU- 
BANDfl, VOKOltlNa ZNiaUITT, AND TmANlOBKSIION, AND ON, AND 
TBAT WIU. mr NO MBANB OLBAB THB «UII.Tr; TinTINa THB INI* 
mOTT 09 TOX VATSESB UPON TBS CBXLDBBN^ AND UPON TRK 
CBILDBBNS' OBZLDBBN, UNTO THK THIRD AND TO THB FOURTH 
OBNBRATION. 

Gbbat ewrcn in doctri&e^ resvlt uraallf from 
BHstaken conceptioiiis of the attributes and char- 
acter of God. There are two extremes to wMcb 
the mittd is liable: the one is to regard the diYine 
being only in his public character^ as the law- 
giver of &e universe; and Us power, and wisdom, 
and goodnen only as tibey are manifested in his 
public relations in Ute government of a rinful 

world. 

135 
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In one view, all which is dark, and terriWe, 
and irreristible, is gathered about him— all which 
is spotless in purity, and rehement in his hatred 
of sin, and inexorable in its punishment He is 
sorrounded by fire, and storms, and earthquakes, 
and pestilence, and war— the symbols of present 
and coming wrath— his eye is fixed on public 
justice, and his heart glows with a benevolence 
too vast to hold sympathetic communion with 
the guilty and the miserable. 

Though there is some truth in these views, in their 
place and proportion, they are not the whole truth, 
and therefore misrepresent the character of God 
almost as fearfully as if they were false. They con- 
stitute a dark cloud, behind which all heaven's 
artillery is put in action, to extinguish hope, and 
keep a rebel world in a state of terror and 
reckless desperation. 

And they are doubly injurious, because, ever 
since the fall the fear of God has usurped the 
place of filial confidence, and has been exces- 
sive. A dread of him is upon the mind of guilty 
man, which, in imitation of the first pair, leads 
him to flee and hide from his presence* 

In all false religions, fear has ever been the 
predominant principle of worship; and rage, and 
cruelty the principles to be appeased. And even 
where the light of the gospel has shined, and 
its viHce has proclaimed peace, the quaking, and 
standing afar ofi*, has not ceased. God to the eye 
of guilt and unbelief, appeu^ too great, too dis- 
tant, and too much engrossed with his vast c<xh 
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ceras of state, and too holy and too just to inspire 
with confidence the guilty, and bring them with 
humble boldness near. It is the object, therefore, 
of God, in the gospel, to reassure his ruined 
guilty creatures, of his unextinguished kindness 
for them, and to bring ihem back sanctified and 
forgiren^ to his fellowship and favor* 

It is no doubt important, that man should be 
well certified of the holiness and justice of God; 
and that ultimately, he will, by no means, clear 
the guilty. But to overcome the panic, and bring 
the full and saving power of the gospel upon 
alienated mind, it is not less important, (hat sin- 
ners should be made to feel that God loves and 
pities them, than that he abhors sin, and will 
not. fail to punish. Compassion alone would cre- 
ate presumption, and justice alone desperation. 
The mingled influence of both is needed to alarm 
the sinner to flee from wrath, and to allure him 
with humble boldness to fly to God by Jesus 
Christ 

But instead of this justly balanced exhibition, 
many rush into the opposite extreme. They divest 
the most holy intirely of public responsibilities, re- 
garding him only in the capacity of a benevolent 
individual, consulting alone the direct impulse of 
kind feeling, without any reference to the gen- 
eral consequences. They cancel all the public 
responsibilities of Jehovah to the universe as 
its moral governor. With the magic wand 
of unbelief, they dispel the darkness round about 
his throne, and put out the fires, and stop th^ 
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mighty thunderings, and the voice of die tmm- 
pet, and array with smiles the iface of heaTen 
alike upon the righteous and the wicked^— des- 
tined, by dint of omnipotence, to those tran8fo^ 
mations which shall consummate (heir meetness 
for heaven, and make them happy. 

The fact is too evident to be denied, that both 
the majestic and terrific, the gentle and the win- 
ning exhibitions of the divine character are con- 
tained in the bible, and are correct exhi- 
bitions of the divine mind, as its attributes 
and character are developed in the creation 
and government of the intelligent universe. In 
the administration of moral government, there is 
occasion also for these seemingly opposite attributes 
and exhibitions of character. They are harmo- 
nious and indispensable to a perfect character, 
and to the administration of a perfect moral 
government. 

A mil be the object^ therefore^ of this lecturcj to 
give a concise account of the attributes and character 
of Crod% as disclosed in his works j and revtakd in 
the bible. 

This will be especially important, because cor- 
rect conceptions of the relations of God to the 
universe, as its lawgiver — of his providence, as 
jthe administration of a moral government — of his 
word, as a system of remedial legislation for the 
recovegr to holiness of lost subjects, and correct 
definitions of his attributes, natural and moral, 
as displayed in this great work — ^include a large 
portion of the elementary principles of theology. 
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iiUle fitke conceptions of his attributes and char« 
6eteir^ hang sackdoth about the sun of righteous- 
ness^ tuid break the main-spring of his gOTemment* 
We observe, Aen, 

1. That God is a spirit. 

By q>irit, we do not mean tiiat noodescripty 
unliunldng, underigning energy, denominated na- 
ture-*^diat all-pervading soul of the universe — ^the 
fountain of effervescence and fermentation — ^ihe 
v<dcanic centre of emanation, and subsequent 
attraction and absorption — ^the flint and steel for 
Ae scintillation of mind, to fall back, in due time, 
into Hie form of fixed caloric. Such mysticism we 
abandon to those who can comprehend it, or love 
to dream annd the repetition of beautilul uncer- 
tain sounds, and glittering, undefined images* 

By spirit, we mean mind, as opposed to matter-^ 
intelligence, acting by design^ as opposed to in- 
8tinct*-^^uid diversified volition, in the view of 
motives, as opposed to an unthinking, irresistible 
necessity — a mind capable of intense desire, of 
permanent choice — ^the selection of its chief good, 
and of plan and subordinate volition and action, 
fcHT its attainment — of copious affections, and social 
affinities, and high enjoyment— capable, in sub- 
jects, of government by law and the rewards and 
punishments of an eternal state. 

Of the essence of mind or matter, we say 
noihmg, because we know nothiftg. All we 
know of either, being by dieir attributes, as dis* 
played in cause and efiect That they are dif- 
ferent existences we conclude, because they dis- 
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close no attribates in common^ and all their phe- 
n<Hnenaaie different, so ^t it mi^t as well be 
insisted, that matter is spiritual, as that mind is 
material — there being no foundation for saying 
either, but all posmble evidence to the contrary. 
The only evidence of different material substan- 
ces, is, their different effects; and if the different 
phenomena of mind and matter do not evidence 
different existences, there vrould b0 no evidence to 
disprove liie perfect homogeneity and identity of 
all things. 

But that there is a difference between matter 
and mind is evident from the total absence of 
intelligence, thought, and voluntary, accountable 
action in the one, and its continual presence with 
the other. 

Should any insist that matter does think, and 
desire, and love, and hate, and choose, and refuse, 
and deserve reward and punishment, and feel 
remorse, and praise, and blame, it must be admit- 
ted that we live in a most feeling, thinking world, 
and most wonderfully bashful too, and tenacioos 
of concealment, considering how long and-in how 
many ways it has been provoked — ^trodden on 
by fli^ foot, vexed by the plough, tortured in tbe 
crucible, and subjected to mastication, and diges- 
tion, and transformations innumerable. If matter 
thinks and feels separately, each particle by itseu) 
^r mechanically in Hie partnership of atoms, that 
no indignation imder such provocation should have 
emanated, no impatience been indicated, no groans 
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ezt(Nrted from 'M multitude of poor dumb moudis, 
ii truly wonderfiiL 

But if matter is vohmtaiy, and wicked^ and, 
as the Gnostics supposed, the quintessence of moral 
contamination, then chemistry may cease its lucu- 
brations about the causes of earthquakes and vol- 
canic fire. Doubtless they are the spasms of a guilty 
material conscience, and the hell for material punish- 
ment. Should it be insisted that mind does not 
thiidic as a percipient volimtary entity, but acts 
on mechanical principles, as a clock ticks, and 
that thoughts are turned out by the moyements 
of the machine, great or small, light or weighty, 
according to the pattern, as molten lead falls down 
the shot tower; and that passions, affections, and 
volitions are only as the effervescence of alkalies 
and acids, or the salutation of negative and pos- 
itive batteries; in that case, we shall be permit- 
ted ever to admire the accident by which that 
which does not act, think,- and choose with 
intelligent accountability, should have conducted 
itself so exactly through all periods of time, as 
if it did. 

3. God is etemaL 

No effect can exist without a cause. Nothing 
to the intuition of mind is more certain than this. 
It is a sel^vident proposition, and the basis of all 
knowledge; for if effects can exist without a causey 
we are yet to acquire the evidence that any 
thing exists at all. For existence is known onlj 
by its attributes, and attributes only by the 
effects they produce. But if effects may exist 
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wnAoat a cause^ they no looger 6ndeitce the esia* 
fence of any attributes or any exktence whalcirer. 

But all which the ey^ falls upon, a»d the mind 
cooteraplateBy presents itielf in the ibxm of an 
etifeet No man is the author of his own being 
and powers. Each is dependent as aa effect «poD 
some antecedent cause. But as there is defliga 
maailesied in bodjr and in mind^ there must, in 
each case, or some where in ibie series, be design 
in the antecedent cau^e; for perpetual design, 
without any designer, would be an effect without 
a cause, as really and more wonderfully than 
the existence of the material universe without a 
cause. If then there erer was a period in which 
finite minds did na^ exist, there must have existed 
an eternal intelligence and power, equal to flwtf 
formation. 

Siould it be said, as it has been said, that each 
mind in the series is dependent, but the series rB 
eternal, this is only to escape the difficulty^ hf 
pushing it back into darkness; for dither ev^ 
individual in this series had a beginning, or some 
one in it is eternal. But if there be an eternal 
cause of the series, it must be self-existent, 
and it must be commensurate to the effects 
which it produces, and considering what the mind 
and body of man is, the self-existent canse of 
the mind of man must be God. If, to escape the 
dilemma, you say that no one annd in the series tf 
self-exifrtent and eternal — all had a beginning* 
and each is dependent on the oth^, this is onljT 
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to aagmeaty at ereiy step backward^ the a]»0yp- 
ditjr of accaraolatbg efiects without a cause. 

Suppose a chaiii abould be let down from aa 
uaknown height, and I should ask one of these 
,^iiloaophers what it hangs upon. Would it answer 
lo saj, the lower link hangs on the next? But 
what does the second, the third, the tenth, the 
fliousandth hang on? Each on &e link above^ — 
but wbai is the great staple, with something above 
ity which holds up the whole? There is none. 
The whde chain hangs on nothing. No single 
Jink of it could be sustained without a link above, 
but the intire chain hangs on nothing. 

The intire universe, then, of dependencies, rises 
tip around us, proclaiming with trumpetntongue, 
that he who made us is divine. With shield of 
admnant, thej turn aside sceptical cavils; and 
witb sword and spear, driVe us to the conclusion, 
tbat he who made all things is G»od. 

^ Crod is solf^xistent. 

The meaning is not that God is self<;reated^. 
piiich would be a contradiction; nor that he is 
fletfsBstained, implying that his existence depends 
on his own volnntarj effort to perpetuate his 
b«mg; but that his existence is underived, and 
independent of external causes, and as in^ar 
^pable of eessation as of beginning — that his 
iC fl tttinaap c e no more depends on choice, than 
hk tmderiised) eternal being; and that unending, 
Wtdbtanged existence belcwgs to the veiy nature 
t{ Gody as reafly as de|»endence and mutabilitj 
bdoiig to all whkb is created. This is the p69r 
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timony of reason; for why should that which is 
nnderiyed, and independent of any outward caase, 
and has existed from eternitj, ever cease to bet 
It is also the testimonj of the bible: ^^I am 
that I am;"— ** With whom is no variablencsB, 
nddier shadow of turning;" — «<From everlasting 
to everlasting thou art God." 

4. God is onmiscient. 

He knows all real and all possilble things. 
Otherwise there would be no evidence of lie 
absolute perfection and immutability of his pQ^ 
poses and their execution. For if all that is pos- 
sible to infinite wisdom, and goodness, and power, 
were not open and naked before him, he might 
form defective plans, and make discoveries and 
changes by experience. But before he commenced 
creation, known unto God were all his works. The 
inmiensity of the diversified possibility of things 
lay open before him; from the intire of which, 
wisdom and goodness selected the system which 
should be. To this system, in all its attributes, 
parts, dependencies, and movements, and results, 
his knowledge extends, through all its existence 
of past, present and futut'e. It does not, how- 
ever, follow from this, as some have supposed, 
that to the divine mind there is no such thing 
as the succession of events, and that to him, pi^ 
sent, past, and friture, are one eternal now.' That 
there are no successive developments^ of knowl- 
edge to the divine mind, is certain. That aU 
truths and facts were present to the mind of 
God, from eternity, and are always present, none 
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can doubt; but fhen his knowledge is correct 
knowledge. He sees tluDgs as they ore. Unlesi^ 
therefore, all eyeats co-exist, and are aduailg 
one eternal now, they cannot appear to be 
so to God, without supposing bis mind to 
be under a palpable delusion. There is a 
difference, a real, actual difierence, between 
past, and present, and future; between an event 
which has come to pass, and one which is yet 
to be; and no doubt, to the divine mind, while 
all existence is known constantly and clesM^ly, as 
if . it were present before him, it is known as 
actual existence only in the order in which it 
becomes such. The relations of past, present, and 
iiiture existence are real, and therefore, are as 
real to the divine mind, as to human minds. 

The omniscience of God is taught in the bible, 
in language worthy of the theme, and of the 
mind who moved the holy men of old to give 
it utterance. ^I am a Grod at hand, saith the 
Lord, and not a God afar off;"— ^ Can any hide 
himself in secret places, that I shall not see 
bimr— ^D6 not I fill heaven and ear&? siedtb 
fbe Lord." 

5. God is omnipresent* 

This is to be understood only of his knowl- 
edge and constant efficiency throughout ail his 
works. Of the essence of spirit, . if there be 
such a thing, distinct firom its developed attribute^ 
we know nothing, and the scriptures say nothing 
That God fills immendty, as matter occupies 
space, is not the form in which his omnipres- 
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euce is taught in die bible; but that, as the 
human mind exerts its wisdom, and benevolence, 
and powers, on all parts of the ijiaterial system 
it inhabits and controls, in like manner, &e energy 
of the divine mind extends constantly to the 
upholding and government of the intire universe. 

The ubiquity of the divine inspection, support^ 
and government, extends alike both to the natu- 
ral and moral universe — to matter and to mind — 
to physical and to moral government — ^it being 
to Jehovah just as practicable to execute his 
purposes of moral government by moral influence, 
as to control the material movements of the uni- 
verse by his direct omnipotence. The omnipres- 
ence of God is most forcibly and most beauti- 
fully taught in the following language of the 
139th Psalm: 

" O Lord, thou hast searched me, and know me. 
Thou knowest my down-sitting and mine up-rising: 
thou understandest my thoughts afar off. Thou 
compassest my path, and my lyiiig down, and 
art acquainted with all my ways. For there is 
not a word in my tongue, but lo, O Lord, thou 
knowest it altogether. ^ 

"Thou hast beset me behind and before, and 
laid thine hand upon me. Such knowledge is 
too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain 
unto it. Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? or 
whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I 
ascend up into heaven thou art Hiere; if I make 
my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If I 
take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the 
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Uttermost parts . of the sea; Even there shall thy 
hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold 
me* If I say, surely the darkness shall cover me; 
even the night shall be light aboat me. Yea, 
the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night 
shineth as the day: the darkness and the light 
are both alike to thee.^' 

6. God is almighty. 

He can do all things which are in their nature 
possible. 

Contradictions are impossibilities. To cause a 
thing to be, and not to be, at the same time, 
is an impossibility. To make a circle square, 
and a square round — ^to make happiness misery, 
and misery happiness — ^to make selfishness and 
envy right, and benevolence wrong — to make 
matter spirit, or spirit matter,— or to govern each 
by the same laws and means— <z// these would be 
am(rac{tc/iom^— things impossible to any power. But 
in respect to things possible^ ^all things are possi- 
ble" with God. His power is* infinite and un- 
limited, ^here is in it no deficiency to accom- 
plish any possible thing, and no obstacle to hinder 
or make it difficult. The intire field of uni- 
versal possibility is open to his power. He is the 
Lord God Almighty, the scriptures affirm, and 
his works declare it. He can create — can origi>' 
nate being — can command a universe to arise up 
around him, where before emptiness and silence 
reigned. 

It is to be observed, that the power of God 
is always associated indissolubly with infinite 
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wiidoai .and benerolence, and is limited only 
•7 ttie wise and benerolent constitation which 
CU>d has given to things^ and the laws which he 
has adopted for their most perfect goveromeiit 
There is nothing in its nature possible, wUch 
God cannot do— «nd yet, there are innnmerable 
things, in their nature possible to be done, which 
God will not do, because.it would not be possi- 
ble to bring them in as parts of the wisest and 
best system; because, without abandoning flie 
wisest and best system, he could not do them* 
He could, so far as power is concerned, pardon 
sin without an atonement; but he could not make 
it a wise and benevolent act, in the admimstrap 
tion of Ae best possible system of moral gorem- 
ment. He is as able, so far as power is con* 
cemed, to utter falsehood as truth. But he is 
not able — no power is competent to make fitlse- 
hood as wise and benign in moral goyemment, 
as immutable truth. 

It is to be remembered that the power of God in 
the goyemment of the natural and moral world, co^ 
responds always with the nature of the subject— -the 
one, he governs by his power acting on the attributes 
which he has given to matter; &e o&er, by his 
power acting upon mind, through the inter- 
vention of motives contained in his law, go** 
pel, and providence, and administered and made 
effectual by his spirit* In the material unhreise, 
he can do all by his power direct on matter, 
which his perfect plan demands; and in the worl4 
of intellect, and free agency, and accountabilityT 
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he can do all bj his laws and providence, and their 
administration by his spirit, which his hand and coun- 
sel has determined to be done* He nerer decreed 
to goyem the sun by the ten commandments, 
nor to govern free, accountable mind, by direct 
irresistible omnipotence. 

7. God is good. 

The preceding are his natural attributes, which 
appertain to his being, independent of choice, and 
without character, and are desirable or terrible 
as they are employed in the dissemination of 
good or evil. Happiness and misery are the two 
opposites — ^the good and the evil of the universe; 
and natural causes are useful or pernicious as 
they produce the one or the other, and intelli- 
gent beings are benevolent or malignant, as they 
prefer the one to the other, and consecrate their 
powers to their extension and perpetuity. 

Benevolence, then, is the love of doing good — 
of communicating and perpetuating enjoyment. 

In the divine being, it is not one of several 
attributes, but his intire moral nature^— &e gene- 
ric principle of his glorious moral excellence. 
It is not an instinct, but an enlightened prefer- 
ence of good to evil, and of doing good to doing 
evil. 

It is not a blind impulse of some irresistible 
fittaliiy. God is a free agent, and in the selec- 
tion of his own chief end, acts as voluntarily at 
his creatures, in the selection of their highest 
good. He exists by necessity, and all his natu- 
ral attributes are independent of his choice. But 
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his moral excellence, is in its foantain, and in 
all its streamy perfectly voluntarj. There |ie 
intelligences who are selfish; thej see^xhe^rowit 
exchisiTelj. The communication of good is not 
their sapreme desire. Thej are like the vortex 
which swallows all which falls within its 8cq>e— 
crjing give, and never saying it is enough. Thej 
find no pleasure in the communication of good, 
as their chief end, but rather in its mpnopolj* 
But the divine mind is like an ocean, of immea- 
surable circumference, unfathomable depth, and 
inexhaustible fiilhess-^-ever spontaneously overflow- 
ing in the communication of enjoyment. 

This benevolence of God, though vast, is also 
minute in its inspection, and impartial in its ad- 
ministration. AH beings are regarded with good 
will, according to their capacity, and withconi* 
placency, according to their character and deeds* 

It includes, of course, his own ivell-being, as the 
greatest good, and the well-being of the univene 
as involved in the stabilify of his counsels, and 
the prosperity of his kingdom, and extends to 
every creature capable of enjoyment, frooi angel 
to insect, with an impartiality which none but 
Crod himself can graduate. 

It is a benevolence which is pure aud unmin^ 
gled. In convalescent human nature, it exists in 
alliance wi& great defects, of passion, and 9^ 
fishness, and pride; but in God it is not so. ThM 
is no spot on his sun. God is light, and in him ihoro 
is no darkness at all. Pure as crystal are die 
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waters .wbicli flow from the throne of God and 
the Lamb. 

The benevoIeDce^ of God is also infinite* It is 
great like his power, and immense like his being. 

All created intellect, condensed into one mindf 
would be but a ray compared witti the eternal 
mind, and all the beneyolence which warms the 
hearts of holy beings, united, would constitute but 
|i drop, when compared with the ocean of his 
loye* It is a height, and depth, and length, and 
breadth, which cannot be comprehended. 

It is also a principle of omnipotent, constant 
eternal action. It is the nature of nnnd to act, 
an^ the * blessedness of benevolent minds to act in 
dwig good; and it is in his untiring, uninterrupted 
ben^Tolen^ activity that he is God over all, blessed 
forever. 

8. God is just. 

The justice of God is his benevolence and wis- 
dom, expressed in the administration of rewards 
and punishments, for the public good, according 
to the character smd deeds of his subjects. 

The existence of intelligent beings and ac- 
countability is indispensable to the greatest 
amount of enjoyment, . and law is indispen^ 
sable to the propitious government of mind, 
and reward and punishment is indiqpensa* 
ble to the moral influence of law. Were 
God, then, to create a universe of mind, capa^ 
eious of enjoyment, and pressed by desire, and 
i(3 own impatient activity, without guidance and com> 
petent motive to render obedience reasonable, and! 
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fin inexcusable^ it would be no evidence of good- 
ness, but rather of cruelty; and to annex sanc- 
tions which are never to be realized, would be 
to set forth the form of government without tiie 
reality. 

Justice in God is not, then, as to many it 
would seem, a dark, frowning attribute — a stern, 
unfeeling severity; but the benevolent, conserva- 
tory principle of the universe, by which the Lord 
God Almighty maintains &e empire of righteous- 
ness, and extends around him the blessedness of 
an eternal day. Were the governing intelligence 
of the uniterse impotent, or indolent, or, cruel, 
of capricious, or partial, his administratitfn might 
well be dreaded. But while benevolence and 
mercy are mingled with justice, and not a stroke 
of the rod falls, which incorrigible vrickedneiss 
and the public good do not render just and in- 
dispensable, none but determined rebek have 
cause to fear. 

Is justice in human governments a cold-hearted 
despotism? Who does not call for it when his 
diaracter is assailed, when his rights of property are 
invaded, or his life is threatened, or when public 
insurrections threaten to put an end to the safe- 
guard of lawT- And no class of men are more 
eulogized as the bene&ctors of mankind, than 
Aose of incorruptible integrity, and unflinching 
courage, who hold the balance even, on the 
judgment seat? No good man has any pleasure 
in the punishment of a sinning fellow being; but 
he has pleasure in the public purity, andhappi* 
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neflSi wUch the proitration of law, and the pr^ 
valence of anarchy would destroy* 

What should we think of the chief magistrate 
of a nation, sworn to see that ttie commoiH 
wealth receives no, detriment, smitten with such 
tender-heartedness for pirates and robbers, as would 
let out desolation to sweep over land and sea^ 
because he could not find it in his heart to pun^ 
ish the guilty? There* is nothing but justice 
which stands between any government, human 
or divine, and contempt and anarchy* And can 
it be thought desirable, and amiable in God, that 
he should lay aside the sword, and turn a face 
of smiles alike on the evil and the good, in this 
wcnrld of moral madness, and self-destruction? Is 
it considered that the most wretched possible 
condition of human beings, is that in which judg- 
ment is turned away backward, and justice stand- 
eth afar ofi^ and truth is fallen in the streets, and 
equity cannot enter? That the most lovely fear 
ture of a republic is the mild but efficient admin- 
istration of equal laws — and the most repelling 
feature in despotism is its injustice — and the most 
int<derable scourge of anarchy its injustice — and 
ihxA the most terrific circumstance in the world of 
wo» is its outlawry from all protection and benefit 
firom the moral government of God, and its aban- 
dcmment to unrestrained malignity, and everlast- 
ing anarchy? 

9« God is merciful* 

Mercy is the exercise of benevolence in tht 
reformation and forgiveness of the guilty, in ways 
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consistent with th6 influence of law, and Hie 
safety of the intelligent universe. 

In a state of loyaltj, &e divine benevolence 
flows full and unobstructed to everj individuaL 
Transgression, while it does not extinguish bis 
good will, renders the practical expression of it 
impracticable, and demands the interposition of 
penal evil for the protection of law and order. 

The atonement, received by faith, places the 
subject in such relations to Christ, as that public 
justice does not demand his punishment, or forbid 
his forgiveness and restoration to favor, but opens 
wide the channel which sin had obstructed for 
his mercy to flow in; and God, who has no 
pleasure in the death of him that dieth-^who 
never punishes because it is deserved, but always 
only because the public good demands it — ^now, 
released from the public necessity of punishment, 
in the exercise of mercy, freely pardons the 
believer, and receives him into favor. Mercy, 
then, is the personal benevolence of Jehovah, flow- 
ing in unison with public good, in the reforma- 
tion and forgiveness of lost men. 

It is a mercy, however, which always sees to it, 
that the commonwealth receives no detriment, and 
which moves only in the train of public justice 
satisfied, and the public good protected. In close 
alliance with mercy, it may be added that God 
is slow to anger, and of great patience. Human 
passions are ascribed to God, not as identical 
with what exists in the divine mind, but as ana- 
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logical. The metaphor has always some resem- 
blance to that which it represents. 

Between anger, as ascribed to God and to man^ 
there is the coincidence of strong disapprobation 
and emphatic action in the infliction of evil; but 
with this difference, that in man, the impulse is 
malignant, while in God it is benevolent. In man 
it is personal revenge; in God it is public justice, 
for benevolent purposes* 

Long suffering implies that public justice does 
not always deman4 the immediate execution of 
the deserved evil, and that always God is disposed 
to defer the infliction as long, and tb continue 
the means of reformation as long as the public 
good will permit. 

We may not omit to add that God is full of 
compassion. 

Compassion is sympathy for the afflicted and 
miserable. But such is the immensity of the 
divine nature, and the extent of his creation, and 
the magnitude and number of his worlds, and 
WOTks, and the majesty and fulness of his benev- 
olence, as it flows in the channels of his 
general l^ws^ that single minds are tempted 
to feel as if the heart which guides the universe, 
and wakes about the throne the song, and pours 
through eternity, the tide of joy, could not stoop 
to hear the sigh of secret sorrow, or move wiih 
. sympathetic compassion and personal friendship 
for the distressed, and much less, that he in whose 
sight the heavens are not clean, will not look down 
with affectionate compassion upon the guilty aiid ill 
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4esemng« Nor is it till we have condda^ 
the adaptation of his capacity to the minateii} 
aa well as to the greatest of his works, aad the 
condescensioii of his benevolence, to the most lim* 
ited as well as to the greatest capacities he has 
formed; and added to these, the reiterated decbur»» 
tions of his compassion contained in his word, that we 
can bring home, realizinglj and efficaciouslj, the 
sense of his presence with ns, and constant, bemg- 
nant care, and quick and real sympathy. But it is 
only as the vastness of his beipg, the extent of his 
works, the glory of his laws dnd moral govenunent 
and their administration are considered — ^in alliance 
with all the nearness and tenderness of parental 
affection — ^that the intire character, of God comes 
out upon the soul, and all his claims to our con* 
fidence and love are felt, and the exceeding an* 
fulness of sin is realized, and the riches of his good- 
ness apprehended in providing a Redeemer, and 
with such a sacrifice of feeling to himself and to 
bis son, as must be implied in giving him up, to suf- 
fering and to death, that we might be delivered 
from shame, and live forever* 

It is the concentration of these majestic and 
touching traits of the divine character — ^tUs union of 
the vast with the minute; of strength with tenderness; 
of justice with mercy, and self-existent* blessed- 
ness with the most gentle movements of com* 
passion and sympathy, which melts instantly the 
heart it touches, and renders ike moral power 
of the gospel, in the hand of the spirit, omnip- 
otenL Nor is it to be aatidpated tiu^ until 
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the clouds of a fake philosophy about the char- 
acter of God are dispelled, aii4 its full-orbed mild- 
ness, and radiance, and power are let out upon the 
world, that nation after nation will fall down be- 
fore him as the sun of righteousness roUs his 
subduing light over - the earth, encountering litUe 
beside opposition, and leaving in his train nothing 
but loyalty and praise. 

But to hold up our faith to these blessed 
vi^ons of the divine character, and to arm 
our ministry and the exhortations, and prayers of the 
church with power, we shall do well to remember 
that the greatness of the power and wisdom, and 
goodness of God, is illustrated in the formation of 
minds— every one of which, as lost or saved, 
and subject to the endless and augmenting knowU 
edge of good or evil, is of more importance 
than the intire material universe. 

The condition of a perverted mind is also well 
calculated to lay hold upon the susceptibilities of 
benevolence, and of none more than of the mind 
of him who formed tl^e ruined agent, and com- 
prebends the good rejected, and the evil chosen— 
the ampUtude of the remedy, the urgent sincere 
ity of its offer, and the voluntariness of its rejection, 
while the incorrigible ingrate is movmg onward to 
the crisis of a confirmed and everlasting madness— 
where insatiable desire, and pinching famine, and 
wounded pride, and rankling envy, and fear, and 
ferocious hate, and terror, and sinking of heart, 
and lamentation, and despair will occupy the 
ever coming periods of duration. 
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Miiereble. umocence, exposed only to tempo- 
rary evils, would not fail to participate in the 
compMsion of the Deity; but bow much more 
nwrnng are the exhibitions of miserable guilt, 
exposed to evils which will never end, and obsti* 
n^tely regardless of deliverance. 

Nor does the iihmensitj of the divinei mind, or 
the extent of its supervision disqualify or disin- 
cline for minute, constant, and kind attention. 

When he projected creation, he understood his 
resources, and has not set for himself a task too 
hard. The Almighty fainteth not, neither is weary, 
and the watchman of Israel never slumbers— but 
superintends, with equal ease, the orbs whose 
being we learn from the telescdpe^ and those 
minutest mites of animated being which the micros- 
cope brings up to our knowledge, from the down- 
ward distance. Minute and great are alike in re- 
spect to the adaptation of his powers, or the 
claims of mind on his benevolence. 

It is consistent with the purity of his holiness, 
and his public character as the supreme execu- 
tive of the universe, that he should feel compas- 
sion for the miserable and the guilty* It implies 
no complacency in sinful character, and no fal- 
tering of purpose in respect to the claims of 
public justice— but renders his admmistration more 
lovely, sure and terrible to the incorrigible— ftat 
it is Ae unchanging award of a benevolence foil 
of compassion, but yet will by no means clear 
tbe guilty. 

It is compassion, mingled with parental govern- 
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meiit and discipUne, which gives it loyeliness and 
t<me. It is compassion in human goyemments, 
mingling with justice, which takes off the appear^ 
ance of cruelty, and makes them a terror to evil 
doers, and a praise to them tiiat do welL 

Nor need our faith in &e compassion of the 
Deity he shaken by the strong and terrible expres- 
sions contained in the bible, of his abhorrence of 
sjn — ^his anger, wrath, fury, and unalterable deter* 
nunatton to punish it. Metaphors express analo- 
gies, but not exact identity. There must be points 
of resemblance to render one thing the symbol 
of another; and how are conceptions of the move- 
ments of the divine mind .to be communicated, 
but by the ai# of some analogous movement of 
the human mind with which we are acquainted? 
Now anger includes strong moral disapprobation, 
and a strong purpose of inflicting evil, only with 
this difference, that in man, maUgniiy and revenge 
is the spring of action, while in God it is benev- 
olence in the form of public justice. It is, then, 
a suitable, forcible, terrific unagery, to speak of 
God as angry, wroth, incensed^ full of indigna- 
tion and fury. But it expresses only by the 
ipower of metaphor, the strength of his aver* 
sion to sin — ^the intensity of his purpose to punish 
it, and the terrible effects of public justice when 
the work of desolation shall begin. Angar in 
God is not malignant feeling — not any liursting 
for the blood of &e slain — not any pleasure in 
suffering, or an opportunity to inflict it — notb- 
ing .which will prevent compassion, even while 
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the tide of desolation rolls— nothing^ which will 
obscure the bow, and a smiling slr^ to him that 
is humble and of a contrite heart, andbelieveth 
in Jesus. 

Nor is the exercise of companion inconsistent 
with the blessedness of God, if to any it should seem 
to be so. God understands his own character; 
and we are not permitted to thrust up the lamp 
of our philosophy, to prove that he he has mis- 
described his capabilities and emotions. But the 
delicate and tender susceptibilities of a mighty mind, 
would appear to be as indispensable to its enjoy- 
ment, as vast emotious of unmingled pleasure; and 
quite indispensable to .its fellowship with created 
minds, and especially so to revive! the cofidence, 
and bring back to loyalty the dismayed, aliena- 
ted, jealous, fearful hearts of a niined world. How^. 
sweet is the voice of mercy to the desperate or 
despondent mind — ^how soul-subduing the notes of 
divine compassion on the ear ofguiit — ^how sweet 
the tender cords of love, drawing the soul into 
fellowship with heaven, while, as yet, it half be- 
lieveth not for jpy. But it is enough that in 
believing in tiie sympathetic affections of the 
divine mind, we do not follow philosophy or fables, 
but divine testimony. God, who. cannot lie, has 
caused it to be written, that he is God over all, 
blessed forever; and at the same time that he is 
full of compassion, not willing that any ^ould 
perish, but desiring sincerely that all should come 
to the knowledge of the truth, as it. m in Jesus. 

TBE END. 
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